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Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Marlon Goodchild, assigned to Navy Cargo Handling Battalion (NCHB) 8, signals to Boatswain’s Mate 3rd Class River Mink, assigned to NCHB-1, as he operates a crane during an
operation to off-load equipment for construction of an expeditionary medical facility (EMF) from the large, medium speed roll-on/roll-off ship USNS Dahl (T-AKR 312). (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st
Class Nathan Carpenter)

3rd Marine Logistics Group Off-Loads USNS Dahl and Stages
Lifesaving Field Hospital in Guam
By 1st Lt. Tori Sharpe, 3rd Marine Logistics Group

Approximately 120 Marines and Sailors assigned to 3rd Transportation Support
Battalion (TSB), Combat Logistics Regiment 3 (CLR-3), 3rd Marine Logistics Group
(MLG) off-loaded and staged an expeditionary medical facility (EMF) from the Military
Sealift Command large, medium speed roll-on/roll-off ship USNS Dahl (T-AKR 312) onto
Naval Base Guam, April 11-17.

U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Steven Bruno, backloads an AAV-P7/A1 amphibious assault
vehicle (AAV) onto the large, medium speed roll-on/roll-off ship USNS Dahl (T-AKR 312).
(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Hailey D. Clay)

Less than 72 hours after receiving the request for support, the Marines and Sailors with
3rd TSB deployed from Okinawa, Japan, to execute the Maritime Prepositioning Force
(MPF) off-load in Guam.
“Maritime prepositioning operations play a critical part in the Navy and Marine Corps’
ability to rapidly deploy and bring capabilities to bear on emerging problems,” explained
U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Jarrad Caola, commanding officer of 3rd TSB. “Within a few
hours of notification, the Marines and Sailors assigned to 3rd TSB were ready to deploy.”

“Tasked with a short notice deployment in support of real world operations, the team
came together and performed magnificently,” said U.S. Marine Corps Col. Travis Gaines,
commanding officer of CLR-3. “We train extensively throughout the Indo-Pacific to
ensure we are always ready. When the time came, the 3rd MLG team was prepared to
answer the call.”
Logistics Specialist 1st Class James Gueso off-loads a cargo container
from the large, medium speed roll-on/roll-off ship USNS Dahl (T-AKR 312).
(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Hailey D. Clay)

The 3rd MLG Marines and Sailors had
practiced off-loading equipment from
the Dahl in the same port less than
a month and a half earlier during an
MPF offload exercise from Feb. 2429, 2020. The exercise prepared the
Marines to quickly and efficiently
mobilize the EMF, alongside CTF75 Sailors, to support the overall
COVID-19 response in Guam.
“Once on the ground, the Navy and
Marine Corps team assessed and
planned what needed to get done and
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MPFs are used by the Department of Defense to preposition gear and equipment in
strategic locations around the world in order to supply units with necessary assets at a
moment’s notice.

USNS Dahl continued on page 8
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Hurricane Season 2020: Are You Ready?

By Bill Mesta, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs

The 2020 Hurricane Season officially began June 1 and runs through Nov.
30. Now is the time to make sure you and your families are prepared for the
possibility of destructive weather.

“If (you are) designated as mission essential, you must prepare for and
understand your responsibilities,” the MSC guidance continues. “In addition
to ensuring family member readiness, make sure a personal readiness kit,
to include essential personal items (i.e. medication, dental/personal hygiene,
extra uniforms/personal clothing.), is prepared and carried to headquarters
in preparation for a potential stay. You must continue to perform (your)
critical command functions during destructive weather conditions unless
or until directed to cease operations by MSC, designated representative, or
higher authority.”

Military Sealift Command (MSC) has new guidance for its team as we head
into the 2020 Hurricane Season which was is detailed in the Destructive
Weather Plan; COMSC INSTRUCTION 3141.2F.
According to the instruction, all MSC personnel shall prepare and maintain a
personal emergency preparedness plan to ensure the safety of one’s self and
family members.

The new MSC destructive weather guidance also directs teammates to sign up
to receive emergency alerts and notifications via the Wide Area Alert Network
(WAAN) emergency alert system.

Dan Lipps, Military Sealift Command’s Emergency Preparedness Manager
asserts that, “everyone needs to form a family emergency plan in the event
of destructive weather. Figure out who to call,
what to pack, and where to meet, in advance.”

“The WAAN is designed to alert staff members
of events on and around Navy installations,”
according to the MSC instruction. “The WAAN,
as well as local media outlets, shall notify
personnel of ‘report-to-work’ requirements
(i.e. essential personnel only). Personnel are
required to register their work email and
phone, at a minimum, and can customize how
they want to be alerted (e.g. text message, work
phone, cell phone, home phone or personal
email). Register by right-clicking the purple
globe icon on the bottom right-hand side of
(your work-computer screen) and select ‘Access
Self Service.’”

“When disaster strikes, you will not be thinking
about work. Your focus will be on your family’s
safety, as it should be,” said Lipps. “The more
confident you are in your family’s knowledge of
what do in an emergency, the better equipped
you’ll be to deal with emergencies both at home
and at work. This is one of the most critical, yet
often over-looked, elements of an emergency
preparedness plan.”
According to the MSC instruction, “READY
NAVY (https://www.ready.navy.mil/) provides
valuable emergency preparedness information
for Navy military and civilian personnel.”

Information regarding destructive weather
preparedness, the MSC Destructive Weather
“The current COVID-19 environment presents
Plan, TCCOR checklists, decision support
(U.S. Navy photo Naval Research Laboratory)
additional challenges that must be factored
timelines, and current listings of essential
in to our planning efforts both at work and
personnel and mustering officials can be found
at home,” according to Lipps. “For example,
on the Destructive Weather Quick Reference
local shelters will likely not be available if an evacuation is ordered, therefore portal page at https://msc.navy.deps.mil/Intranet/Communities/COOP/
personnel that live in low lying areas prone to flooding will have to identify,in DWP/Home.aspx.
advance, where they would relocate to. In addition, with stores and businesses
still closed, and limited supplies available, it will take more time to build and Hurricanes 101
re-stock emergency supplies kits. MSC’s QMS Novel Coronavirus Disease
Response Plan says it best ‘This is not business as usual.’ Now is the time to “A hurricane is a type of storm called a tropical cyclone, which forms over
tropical or subtropical waters. A tropical cyclone is a rotating low-pressure
review your needs and make the necessary preparations.”
weather system that has organized thunderstorms but no fronts
The MSC Destructive Weather Plan also directs its teammates to, “comply
with and participate in the Navy Personnel Accountability Program. This (a boundary separating two air masses of different densities),” according to
includes MSC military, civilian and Civilian Mariner (CIVMAR) personnel. Lipps. “Tropical cyclones with maximum sustained surface winds of less than
Military dependents and dependents of military retirees are automatically 39 mph are called tropical depressions. Storms with maximum sustained
included. Civilian dependents may be optionally included. Ensure supervisors winds of 39 mph or higher are called tropical storms.”
have current emergency recall information and are aware of any changes that
affect dependents.”
MSC teammates should log-on to the Navy Family Accountability and
Assessment System (NFAAS) at https://navyfamily.navy.mil prior to
destructive weather to ensure all of their family’s information is current and
accurate.
Additionally, should MSC teammates be impacted by destructive weather,
they will be directed to log-on to NFAAS and report their status. It is important
to be familiar with NFAAS prior to being impacted by destructive weather.
The new MSC Destructive Weather Plan also directs its members to, become
familiar with which storm evacuation zone they live in, and provide this
information with their recall information.
For more information about which zone you live in, please refer to the Virginia
Department of Emergency Management’s KNOW YOUR ZONE (http://
www.vaemergency.gov/hurricane-evacuation-zone-lookup/) program which
provides residents with clarity on whether they should evacuate in an
emergency or shelter at home, based on their physical street address and
the nature of the emergency event. In the event of an authorized/ordered
evacuation, this information will be needed by the command to determine
workforce and mission impact.
A view of flooding at the intersection of Boush Street and Olney Road in Norfolk, Virginia, in the wake of
Hurricane Dorian. (U.S. Navy photo by Max Lonzanida)

“Following a disaster, terrorist attack, or mandatory evacuation event, (such
as destructive weather) MSC personnel shall proceed to the safe-haven area
designated by the regional/installation commander, or other safe location
within the identified evacuation radius,” the MSC guidance continues.
“Specific evacuation and safe-haven information shall be provided by the
appropriate authority during the event.”

According to the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration,
when a storm’s maximum sustained winds reach 74 mph, it is called a
hurricane. The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale is a 1 to 5 rating, or
category, based on a hurricane’s maximum sustained winds. The higher the
category, the greater the hurricane’s potential for property damage.

MSC personnel who are required to leave their home of record during an
emergency must provide their status to their chain of command with their
chain of command within 48-hours of evacuating. One’s chain of command
can be notified by contacting your department mustering official, supervisor
or director. You can also contact the Command Duty Officer [(757) 434-2752
or (757) 390-8855)] or the Battle Watch Captain [(757) 443-5845 or e-mail
MSCHQ.BWC.fct@navy.mil]. If you are unable to update your status to your
chain of command by these methods, you can muster by logging into NFAAS.
As a final option, evacuated teammates can call the Emergency Coordination
Center (ECC) at (877) 414- 5358 or (866) 297-1971.

“Hurricanes are giant, spiraling tropical storms that can pack wind speeds of
over 160 mph. and unleash more than 2.4 trillion gallons of rain a day,” said
Lipps. “These same tropical storms are known as cyclones in the northern
Indian Ocean and Bay of Bengal, and as typhoons in the western Pacific.”
The Eastern Pacific hurricane season begins May 15 and ends Nov. 30.
Hurricane Season continued on page 8
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USNS Comfort Returns to Norfolk Prepared for Future Tasking
From U.S. 2nd Fleet Public Affairs

all patients, regardless of their COVID status.
On April 6, the ship began accepting COVIDpositive patients following a thorough assessment
of the existing design of the ship. Military Sealift
Command civil service mariners physically
separated the hospital from the rest of the ship by
cordoning off doors and ladder wells on the main
deck, reconfiguring the ship to admit and treat all
patients.
“USNS Comfort arrived in New York City to provide
relief to frontline healthcare providers, and each
patient who was brought aboard ensured one
more bed was available in a local hospital,” said
Vice Adm. Andrew Lewis, commander of U.S. 2nd
Fleet and Maritime Component Element-East.
“While the ship has departing New York City,
make no mistake, the fight is not over, and we
stand ready to support the response to COVID-19
in whatever capacity we are needed.”
Sailors and civil service mariners raise the national ensign during morning
colors aboard the hospital ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20). (U.S. Navy photo
by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Sara Eshleman)

The hospital ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20)
returned to Naval Station Norfolk, May 2, after
supporting the Department of Defense response
efforts to New York and New Jersey during the
coronavirus outbreak.
Upon arrival at Naval Station Norfolk, Comfort
returned to a “Ready 5” status to remain ready
for future tasking for COVID-19 operations in
support of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).
Comfort spent 31 days at Pier 90 in New York
City, providing relief to a healthcare system
stressed by the surge of COVID-19 patients.
The ship, which arrived in New York City March
30, was originally tasked with providing care to
non-COVID patients, bringing the first aboard on
April 1. It quickly became apparent that in order
to be of help to the city, Comfort needed to treat

In Comfort’s intensive care units, critical care
nurses and respiratory technicians in particular
worked together to provide constant care to many
complex, high-acuity COVID-19 patients. Many of
these patients suffered from rapid, multi-system
organ failure requiring ventilator support.
“It is truly an honor and I am humbled to lead a
team of world-class medical professionals,” said
Amersbach. “We came together from different
units across the nation and were able to quickly
adapt to the rapidly changing environment.”
The training we receive is among the best in
the world and enabled us to provide the highest
quality care to the citizens of New York and New
Jersey.”
More than 110 surgical procedures such
as appendectomies, bronchoscopies, chest
tube
insertions,
laparoscopic
procedures,
and tracheotomies were performed aboard.
Additionally, the Comfort’s radiology technicians
performed more than 540 x-rays and CT-scans,
while the pharmacy department prepared more
than 1,300 intravenous and oral medications for
the patients who received care aboard this ship.

The hospital ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) conducts scheduled lifeboat
training in accordance with U.S. Coast Guard certification and watch
keeping regulations before returning to Naval Station Norfolk. (U.S. Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Sara Eshleman)

“This amazing crew of over 1,200 people treated
182 patients, of which approximately 70 percent
were afflicted by COVID-19,” said Capt. Patrick
Amersbach, commanding officer of the Comfort’s
Medical Treatment Facility. “We were dedicated
to providing the highest quality of care to each
person who arrived to our hospital.”

The hospital ship USNS Comfort (T-AH 20) returns to its homeport of
Naval Station Norfolk after treating patients in New York and New Jersey
in support of the COVID-19 response efforts. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 1st Class Joshua D. Sheppard)

First African American Woman Takes Command of MSCLANT
From Military Sealift Command Atlantic Public Affairs

Military Sealift Command’s leadership in the Atlantic changed hands,
when Capt. Janice G. Smith relieved Capt. Hans E. Lynch as commander
of Norfolk-based Military Sealift Command Atlantic during a change
of command ceremony held at Naval Station Norfolk outside of MSC’s
headquarters, March 19. Smith is the first African American woman to
hold command of MSCLANT.
“I would say my whole career has really prepared me for this next
assignment, and my time as MSCLANT commodore has given me
valuable experience, especially in the Strategic Sealift realm,” Lynch
said.
“Sealift remains the primary method for transporting military equipment,
supplies, and material around the world. With the return to peer
competition and access to sea lanes no longer guaranteed, it is important
that the Navy and MSC train together in order to ensure the successful
delivery and sustainment of combat power through Merchant Marine
shipping,” according to Rear Adm. Michael A. Wettlaufer, commander,
Military Sealift Command and the ceremony’s guest speaker.

the U.S. Navy Surface Warfare Community that is screened for major
command.
Before assuming command of MSCLANT, Smith served on the staff
of Carrier Strike Group Five, embarked on the forward deployed USS
Ronald Regan (CVN 76), conducting operations in the 7th Fleet Area of
Responsibility, to include two deployments to the Western Pacific.
MSC is represented by five geographic area commands (Atlantic, Pacific,
Europe-Africa, Middle East and Far East), which exercise tactical control
of all assigned forces. The area command staffs are primarily responsible
for the execution of strategic sealift missions. MSC area commanders
are Navy captains who serve as the primary points of contact for MSC
customers and numbered fleet commanders in their respective areas.
These area commanders also serve as the MSC commander’s direct link
to MSC ships, providing maintenance oversight, logistics coordination,
and other needed services.

Lynch assumed command of MSCLANT in 2018, maintaining daily
oversight of all MSC ships in the Western Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of
Mexico as they performed missions from combat logistics to strategic
sealift.
During his tenure, Lynch oversaw 31 combat logistics force ship
deployments to support the U.S. Navy’s carrier strike groups; 23
major fleet exercises in support of carrier and expeditionary strike
groups, independent deployers, and NATO coalition forces, and 27
prepositioning ships returning to the United States from the Pacific for
scheduled maintenance and major shipyard availabilities. In addition,
Lynch executed the movement of ships out of harm’s way in the east
and Gulf coasts during multiple hurricanes and severe weather events.
After the ceremony, Lynch assumed duties as chief of staff for MSC
headquarters.
Smith, a native of Jamaica West Indies, made history for a second
time in 2016, as she became the first immigrant of Jamaican descent
to command a destroyer when she assumed command of the Arleigh
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Oscar Austin (DDG 79). She
is also one of only two active-duty African American women within
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Capt. Hans E. Lynch was relieved as commander of Norfolk-based Military Sealift Command Atlantic by Capt.
Janice G. Smith (left) during a change of command ceremony held at the MSC headquarters, March 19. Lynch
gave his remarks by phone, in support of social distancing efforts, as Smith and Rear Adm. Michael A. Wettlaufer
(right), Commander, Military Sealift Command and the ceremony’s guest speaker listened. (U.S. Navy photo by
Brian Suriani)

USNS Yukon Continues Logistics Support After Recieving Fuel from
MV Empire State While at Sea

By Sarah Burford, Military Sealift Command Pacific Public Affairs

Military Sealift Command’s fleet replenishment oiler USNS Yukon (T-AO
202) conducted a consolidated cargo replenishment (CONSOL) at sea with
the MSC long-term chartered motor tanker ship MV Empire State (T-AOT
5193) off the coast of Southern California, April 25-26. The CONSOL was
part of MSC’s response to operating under COVID-19 precautions.
During the CONSOL, Yukon received 335 thousand gallons of JP5 aviation
fuel that will be transferred to Navy ships in the local area of operations.
According to Capt. Dan Glazier, Yukon’s Civil Service Master, taking
fuel from a tanker ship like Empire State allows Yukon, and other MSC
ships, to stay at sea to refuel, rather than to come into a commercial fuel
pier in port. Originally, the concept was developed to keep United States
Ships out of foreign ports during times of conflict, but in today’s world
of COVID-19, the technology allows a crew that is free from the virus, to
stay underway and isolated at sea, while still having the ability to receive
fuel and service the fleet.

Yukon isn’t the only ship in the Pacific AOR to use this concept. USNS
Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187) has also conducted CONSOL operations with
Empire State in the COVID-19 world.
According to Glazier, despite being at-sea for an extended period of time,
morale on Yukon is high and his crew of highly professional civilian
mariners understand the importance of the work they do to support the
fleet.
“A lot of my crew has said they miss and worry about their families and
want to go home,” said Glazier. “But they understand that they have a job
to do out here, and that the job is important to keeping our country safe
and our Navy operating, so they are willing to make the sacrifices they
have to, to make sure that mission continues.”
Yukon continues to provide logistics services to the Navy’s Third Fleet in
the Southern California area.

“Keeping my crew healthy and safe is really a priority, especially during
the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Glazier. “Being able to take fuel from the
tanker is a good option for us when we need fuel for our customers, or
when we need to stay out to sea.”

Civil service mariners assigned to Military Sealift Command’s fleet replenishment oiler USNS Yukon (TAO 202) conduct a consolidated cargo replenishment-at-sea with the MSC chartered motor tanker ship
MV Empire State. (U.S. Navy courtesy photo)

As Glazier went on to explain, the tanker doesn’t only supply fuel for
customers, it can also provide fuel for the receiving ships to use as well,
which is another way to ensure ships can stay underway indefinitely.
MSC reintroduced the ability to conduct tanker to oiler CONSOLS-atsea in 2015. In the 1980s and 1990s, MSC chartered Champion Class
tankers (T5 tankers) re-supplying Navy oilers was common place,
especially in the Navy’s 5th Fleet area of operations. With the switch to
privately-owned/Navy-chartered tankers, Navy oilers refueling at Navy
owned fuel piers became the favored process. Civilian tanker ships,
such as Empire State, still maintained the ability to fuel at sea; the
demand for fuel consolidation (CONSOL) at sea declined. Reintroducing
the technology is a way to utilize a flexible platform that allows MSC to
operate world-wide in a variety of missions. Yukon’s ability to receive
fuel from Empire State is an example of the technology being put into
use during a “real world” scenario.

USNS Richard E. Byrd Conducts Replenishment-at-Sea with USS
Blue Ridge

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Greg Johnson, CTF-73 Public Affairs

replenishment-at-sea. Blatterman acknowledged the inherent risk of the
evolutions, but said safety is paramount.
“It’s what we’re here to do,” said Blatterman. “It’s an all-hands evolution, but
we do it safely, professionally and efficiently so our receiving ship can take on
the fuel, supplies and ammunition she needs to sustain at-sea operations.”
MSC operates more than 50 ships in the Indo-Pacific region at any given
time, delivering essential supplies, fuel, cargo and equipment to warfighters
throughout the region, both at sea and on shore.
“Our ability, as a Navy, to operate our ships at sea continuously and seamlessly
is unique,” said Lt. Justin Shull, supply officer aboard Blue Ridge. “Our
readiness, responsiveness and resiliency are in no small part attributable to
our logistical capabilities that are enabled by an extensive fleet of supply ships
operated by MSC.”
An MH-60S Sea Hawk helicopter prepares to lift supplies from the flight deck of the Lewis and Clark-class
dry cargo and ammunition ship USNS Richard E. Byrd (T-AKE 4) during a replenishment-at-sea with U.S.
7th Fleet flag ship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19). (U.S. Navy photo by Charles Baker)

Military Sealift Command’s (MSC) Lewis and Clark-class dry cargo and
ammunition ship USNS Richard E. Byrd (T-AKE 4) conducted a replenishmentat-sea (RAS) with U.S. 7th Fleet flagship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) in the
Philippine Sea, April 17.

Blue Ridge is the oldest operational ship in the Navy, and as 7th Fleet
command ship, is responsible for patrolling and fostering relationships within
the Indo-Asia Pacific Region.
U.S. 7th Fleet flag ship USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), left, and the Lewis and Clark-class dry cargo and
ammunition ship USNS Richard E. Byrd (T-AKE 4) conduct an emergency breakaway drill after the two
ships completed a replenishment-at-sea. (U.S. Navy photo by Charles Baker)

During the replenishment, Richard E. Byrd transferred fuel and more than
100 pallets of provisions.
“Our ability to sustain the fleet anywhere at any time is vital to our overall
mission here in 7th Fleet,” said Navy Capt. Robert R. Williams, commander,
MSC Far East. “On any given day, we are conducting replenishments like this
with U.S., allied and partner ships throughout the region. This ensures our
Sailors have the supplies and equipment they need to carry out the mission.”
While sailing alongside Blue Ridge, the cargo ship delivered the fuel and
supplies simultaneously using fuel lines and an MH-60S Sea Hawk helicopter
assigned to the “Golden Falcons” of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC)
12.
Richard E. Byrd Chief Mate Thomas Blatterman, an MSC civilian mariner,
said experience and professionalism play an important role in a successful
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USNS Supply Refuels Italian Ship in Mediterranean Sea

By Travis Weger, Military Sealift Command Europe and Africa Public Affairs

“Their crew was professional, efficient and familiar with the process,
making a simple evolution,” said Church. “It is always a pleasure to work
with our NATO allies.”
The U.S. and Italy share strong relations, they are steadfast and active
transatlantic NATO partners.
“Operations like these demonstrates Italy and the United States’
commitment to both our bilateral relationship and to the North Atlantic
Treaty,” said Commodore, Military Sealift Command Europe and Africa
(MSCEURAF) and Commander, Task Force 63 (CTF-63) Capt. Frank
Okata. “It also allows them to stay at sea, build proficiency and remained
focused on the mission.”
Supply’s replenishment of these ships at sea not only provided greater
flexibility for the ships to remain underway and on station for extended
periods of time, but also provided additional measures to keep crews
healthy during the COVID-19 global pandemic by eliminating potential
exposures to the virus while in port.

Supply-class fast combat support ship USNS Supply (T-AOE 6), Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer
USS Porter (DDG 78) and ITS Federico Martinengo (F 596) complete a photo exercise while conducting joint
operations to ensure maritime security in the Mediterranean Sea. (U.S. Navy courtesy photo)

Supply is one of MSC’s largest combat logistic ships. It delivers petroleum
products, ammunition, food and other cargo to customer ships. The crew
can move millions of gallons of fuel and a few hundred pallets daily to
multiple ships.

Military Sealift Command Supply-Class fast combat support ship USNS
Supply (T-AOE 6) completed an exercise with Arleigh Burke-class guidedmissile destroyers USS Porter (DDG 80), USS Roosevelt (DDG 80), P-8A
Poseidon from Patrol Squadron (VP) 4 and Italian Navy frigate ITS Federico
Martinengo (F 596) in the Mediterranean Sea, April 23.

“The crew onboard USNS Supply are what makes supporting these types
of ships possible,” said Captain John Pritchett, master of Supply. “Without
their hard work and dedication, we wouldn’t be able to accomplish even a
fraction of this. It is what we are here for.”

Supply provided support to ships through rapid refueling and
replenishment-at-sea while U.S. and Italian Navy ships conducted
training to enhance interoperability between the two nations.
Prior to the photo exercise, Martinengo requested fuel from Supply. One
of the primary missions of Supply is to provide fuel to not only U.S. ships,
but allied ships as well.
“Martinengo was in need of fuel and Supply was happy to provide,” said
Second Officer Tegan Church. “We always enjoy working with foreign
ships since their setup is different than our fleet.”
Refueling-at-sea with Martinengo enhances crew proficiency on refueling
on different types of setups Church explained. No ship conducts a RAS
the same, so performing these types of evolutions are beneficial to train
the crew.
“It’s always nice to learn more,” said Church, “that helps us support more
vessels in the future.”

Sailors onboard ITS Federico Martinengo (F 596) stand on-station for an underway replenishment-at-sea with
the fast combat support ship USNS Supply (T-AOE 6). (U.S. Navy photo by Tegan Church)

The RAS went smoothly, according to Church.

U.S. Army Apache Helicopters Complete Landing Qualifications
Aboard USS Lewis B. Puller

By U.S. Marine Staff Sgt. Anne Henry, 5th Marine Expeditionary Brigade

the two services but also showcased an additional capability utilizing
U.S. Army aviation assets and U.S. Navy expeditionary sea base ships.
“(We were able to) expand interoperability between the Army and the
Navy within this area of responsibility and providing a greater capability if
necessary,” said Oliver. “Especially if we are going to deploy an immediatereaction force or a multi-functional aviation task force.”
The USS Lewis B. Puller provides a unique capability to Task Force
51/5th Marine Expeditionary Brigade (TF 51/5th MEB) and other forces
they support in the CENTCOM area of responsibility.

An AH-64 Apache attack helicopter with 1st Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment, Heavy Attack Reconnaissance
Squadron performs deck landing qualifications on the flight deck of the expeditionary sea base USS Lewis B.
Puller (ESB 3). (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Haley Buker)

U.S. Army AH-64E Apache attack helicopters with 1st Squadron, 17th
Cavalry Regiment, Heavy Attack Reconnaissance Squadron, conducted
deck-landing qualifications (DLQ) aboard the expeditionary sea base
USS Lewis B. Puller (ESB 3) from March 23-27 in the 5th Fleet area of
operations.
“While Apaches have landed aboard naval vessels before, I think this
iteration of us coming out here and performing maritime operations with
this ESB is more about projecting combat power forward,” said Army
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Reginald Oliver, an AH-64E Maintenance Test
Pilot with 1-17 Cavalry Regiment.
By completing deck-landing qualifications, the pilots and the crew aboard
the USS Lewis B. Puller demonstrated not only interoperability between

An AH-64 Apache attack helicopter with 1st Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment, Heavy Attack Reconnaissance
Squadron performs deck landing qualifications on the flight deck of the expeditionary sea base USS Lewis B.
Puller (ESB 3). (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Haley Buker)
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Overcoming All Odds: USNS Trenton Sails on Despite Global
Pandemic
By Travis Weger, Military Sealift Command Europe and Africa Public Affairs
The team from USNS Trenton’s
(T-EPF 5) regular overhaul pose
in front of Trenton at Viktor
Lenac Shipyard’s dry dock
in Rijeka, Croatia. The team
overcame multiple challenges
and setbacks during a monthslong period to get the ship
underway by mid-May. (U.S.
Navy courtesy photo)

The day began just like every other day in
Rijeka, Croatia. Shipyard workers, equipment
specialists and crews were waking up, getting
dressed and arriving at Viktor Lenac Shipyard
to work on USNS Trenton (T-EPF 5) during its
regular overhaul period.
Phones began ringing and emails started
chiming in across the shipyard mandating
United States-based personnel to return home.
Within minutes, everything changed.
A travel ban from the United States to Europe
had just been announced and companies were
recalling their workers from abroad. As travel
restrictions were declared, local airports began
rapidly closing, inter-city travel was restricted
and borders were closed.
“It seemed so surreal,” said Electrical Engineer
Ingrid Agner-DeBord. “It was like we were
hearing parts from a horror movie.”
Work had to continue
As the dust began to settle, Original Equipment
Manufacturers, or OEMs, had been recalled
home or not allowed to travel abroad.
Routine periodic maintenance on specialized
equipment is done with assistance from OEMs
on shipboard gear like diesel generators,
propulsion engines, jet drive and automation.
“Some of them were mid-installation, some were
about to start and some hadn’t even come yet,”
said Port Engineer Daniel Escobar. “We were
left scrambling to either use ships force or incountry expertise where we could find them to
get the job done.”
With the OEMs gone and some of the equipment
pulled apart, the team put their heads together
to figure out the best way to complete the work
and find innovative solutions to continue the
overhaul.
“People on-site still had to go in, we were all
wearing masks and gloves and practiced social
distancing” said Principal Port Engineer Wayne
Lefebvre. “The work still had to continue, we
just had to mitigate it the best we could.”
Based on notifications from the U.S. Embassy,
stateside-based MSC personnel were faced
with a difficult decision: head back stateside or
potentially remain on station for an indefinite
period. Lefebvre and Agner-DeBord made tough
the decision to return to their home stations,
which left Escobar and Assistant Port Engineer
James Bullington to complete the project.
“I had previous overhaul experience and was
more local to the area command,” said Escobar,
“so I was asked to step up and finish.”

Picking their battles
Trenton’s automation
system
was
partly
installed with the main
engines unable to be
started when the travel
ban was announced.
With
unpredictable
timelines and a lack
of resources, the team
reached out to the
ship’s manufacturer,
Austal USA, to request
drawings to complete
the install and asked
Viktor Lenac Shipyard
if a local electrical
subcontractor
would
be able to complete the
work.
The drawings were given to the subcontractor,
along with the tools and boxes left onboard,
while the team researched which portions of the
systems had been modified. Engineers worked
with the MSC Contract Department and Fleet
Logistics Center Naples, Italy, to make change
orders with the shipyard to complete the install.
The next hurdle was reassembling the
generators. With the generators pulled apart,
Chief Engineer Galen Gouzoulis began to
reassemble them with ship’s force.
Gouzoulis had arrived during the overhaul
and was onboard only a few weeks before the
ban started. With electronic diagrams from the
technical manuals, the ship’s management
team went to work to complete the project.
“We were running a race where the finish
line was only slightly slower than you,” said
Gouzoulis. “We had to pick and choose our
battles to get everything done.”
While the shipboard engineering team was
working on the generators, the team asked
around the shipyard for assistance. They were
able to find a local diesel shop that was familiar
with the type of generators on Trenton, which
assisted in putting them back together.
Second Assistant Engineer Kyle Wagener,
Third Assistant Engineer Edward Munch and
Assistant Port Engineer James Bullington
worked for five days with the local contractors
to clean up all the parts and lay them out in the
spaces below the generator rooms.
“Ship’s force set up everything according to
the technical manuals,” said Gouzoulis. “We
approached it like building a model on a desk.”
Once the generators were reassembled and
testing started, the team found additional
problems. One hurdle was replacing three salt
water booster pump mechanical seals, which
was replaced with ship’s force, allowing them to
have four operational generators 48 hours after
the initial pre-startup checks.
“It was brutal 12-hour days,” said Gouzoulis,
“but we got through it.”
The next obstacle was testing the four main
engines. Once international travel halted, the
OEMs for MTU America were not able to make it
out to complete the system testing.
The team went back to the shipyard and
MTU America and asked if they had any
technicians nearby. Ship’s force performed
periodic maintenance and the local authorized
representative was available to systems testing.
“We found out there is a lot more talent out
there than we probably thought,” said Lefebvre.
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“This was the first time I have had to find a local
contractor for critical systems OEM-related,
in accordance with our SMS procedures, and
collectively make an evaluation with our senior
engineering team to find a company sufficiently
qualified.”
Thinking outside of the box
Despite ongoing challenges, crewmembers were
finding innovative solutions to complete the
overhaul.
The Navy and MSC have one specialist to repair
ships’ gyrocompasses, which is a specialized
non-magnetic compass used for navigation at
sea. Trenton’s Chief Engineer and Navigator
used video chat to call the specialist, which
walked them through the necessary steps to
complete the maintenance.
The ship’s fire pump logic, which controls the
onboard fire main system, also needed to be
repaired. The crew emailed photos of the local
operating panels to the OEMs for distance
support.
“It was a pretty easy fix once we were able to
describe it,” said Lefebvre. “Austal was very
supportive. They helped us at every turn with
distance support or any question we had to help
give the Chief Engineer the right answers.”
A massive undertaking
Completing work in a new way was only one
challenge the crew had to overcome; another
was replacing a significant portion of Trenton’s
hull.
“We had to replace approximately 40% of the
aluminum on the inner hulls,” said Capt. Susan
Orsini, Master of Trenton. “This is the greatest
quantity to be replaced, it was a massive
undertaking.”
To complete the replacement, the engine rooms
and adjoining machinery spaces were stripped
of most of the essential equipment, including
electrical distribution systems, assorted cables
and air systems that interfered with the job.
Trenton’s hull was replaced with uncut raw
aluminum stock plating instead of using
preformed plates. According to Orsini, Trenton
had settled over time and preformed plates may
not have worked correctly.
“The skill level of the welders had to be certified
at the highest levels.” said Orsini, “Welding
aluminum is not easy.”
USNS Trenton continued on page 8
USNS Trenton (T-EPF 5) crew members perform maintenance
during a regular overhaul period in Rijeka, Croatia. (U.S. Navy photo
by Ingrid Agner-DeBord)

We are MSC: Junior Supply Officer Archie Abad

By Travis Weger, Military Sealift Command Europe and Africa Public Affairs

usually has more than eight Storekeepers that
consists of supply officer, junior supply officers,
Yeoman storekeepers and assistant storekeepers
on a day-to-day supply operations and supply
management.
On USNS Carson City, there is only one
storekeeper billet, known as the “supply officer,”
but my permanent position is junior supply
officer. As an independent storekeeper, my
primary responsibility is making sure engineering
repair parts and consumables are procured on a
timely manner, same with deck department and
supply department supply support. I am the only
authorized user of the U.S. Government credit
card on board of all open purchase to support
daily ship’s supply operations.

Junor Supply Officer Archie Abad, a civil service mariner assigned
to the expeditionary fast transport ship USNS Carson City (T-EPF 7)
poses for a photo. (U.S. Navy courtesy photo)

Typically for these features I interview people I
meet organically out on a ship, hanging out at
dinner or at work. I start chatting with someone
and if I hear a good story, I ask if they would like to
do an interview. Since we are all practicing social
distancing, I am having to meet people through
email or over the phone while teleworking at home.
I met Archie through a random email query. I
heard a couple ships were in regular overhaul
(ROH) in Croatia and wanted to get the perspective
of someone in the supply department on how
COVID-19 has impacted their process. I pulled
up my ship contact spreadsheet, looked up the
supply officer for USNS Carson City and found
Archie on that list. Little did I know that Archie
was full of insight, not just on supply-related
matters but also on life and career advice.

I also manage the hazardous materials program,
disposition of materials, logistics, mail, shelf-life
management, food supply operations and various
other supply and logistics operations on the ship.
Normally these responsibilities and workloads
consist of daily tasks for multiple storekeepers, but
I enjoy the challenge and staying busy everyday
makes my day go faster.
When the lockdown for COVID-19 happened,
what were some of the challenges you had to
get supplies to the ship?
Some of the challenges I encountered was getting
our incoming mail and cargo that shipped from
stateside. A majority of the flights were cancelled
and customs requirements in Europe tightened
due to the pandemic, which caused delays in
delivery. It took weeks until we finally received our
mail and cargo here in Croatia.

This part of the feature is where I give my quippy
introduction on how I completed the interview, so
here is my interview with Archie Abad via email in
my living room at home.

Due to the high demand of hand sanitizer,
masks and other products, supplies were also
low, thankfully I ordered enough supplies back
in January or else we would have ran out. The
Shipyard Agent here in Viktor Lenac Shipyard has
also been very supportive in supplying us some
hand sanitizer.

What is a Junior Supply Officer and what do
you do?

How long have you been with MSC and what
other ships have you been on?

Every MSC Ship platform manning is unique
depending on what type of ship you are assigned
to. Bigger MSC platforms, like a T-AKE or T-AS,

I’ve been with MSC for a total of 15 years. When I
first joined MSC back in 2004, the only entry level
position available was in the supply department,

so I took the position to get into the program. I
have been wanting to become an engineer because
I like working on cars. My father taught us to
become a journeyman since we were kids.
My first ship assignment was with was USNS
Mount Baker back in 2004 as a supply utlilityman.
After a while I to USNS Niagara Falls, which
decommissioned years ago, then to USNS Kiska,
San Jose, Tippecanoe, Henry J. Kaiser. In 2008 I
was promoted to Assistant Storekeeper on USNS
Alan Shepard and went onto USNS Emory S.
Land, Richard Byrd and Washington Chambers.
In 2017 I was promoted again to Junior Supply
Officer on USNS Spearhead, then went to USNS
Trenton and finally to Carson City.
What did you do before MSC?
Before I joined MSC, I worked as a machine
operator setting up equipment for just about any
advertising mail you receive at home. For just one
of our customers, the machine I ran could make
as much as 60,000 pieces of mail per day.
This company had a good reputation and was very
strict, if you input the wrong price stamp on the
meter they will fire you right on the spot. Imagine
running 60,000 pieces of mail with a wrong stamp.
That is a big chunk of money.
Do you have any advice for other MSC
teammates?
My advice to my shipmates are to build their
own solid ground first before deciding anything
for their future. I look at life just like a solid table
with a four legs; if you take one leg away, the table
will tilt over. The four legs are: staying physically
healthy, mentally focused, financially steady and
spiritually stable. Maintaining your four legs will
lead them on the right path to being happy with
what they want to do in life.
To put it simply, work professionally with each
other, communicate and be blessed about what
you have accomplished in life. I think the best
financial advice I can give to everyone is to plan
ahead and reach their goals while working with
MSC. Saving up just one dollar per day can benefit
you in the future. Working with MSC gave me the
opportunity to fulfill my goals.

Strategic Sealift Officers Help the U.S. Navy Deliver Flexible
Combat Power at Sea
By Ensign Heather Bacon-Shone and Ensign Christina Morris, Military Sealift Command
Six tactical advisors (TACADs), Navy Reservists holding merchant marine
licenses, deployed this spring from Beaumont, Texas, to support the first
U.S. maritime convoy across the Atlantic since World War II.

tactical proficiency. Exercises that incorporate convoy operations are an
extension of that ongoing tactical training.”
Adapting quickly to real-world events including shipboard casualties and
the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, DEFENDER-Europe 20 provided
TACADs an ideal opportunity to demonstrate the unique strengths they
bring to the Navy’s agile warfighting readiness.

The sealift convoy was conducted as part of DEFENDER-Europe 20, a
multi-month, joint-service military exercise demonstrating the United
States’ ability to deploy combat-credible forces to Northern Europe.
While aboard three Military Sealift Command (MSC) roll-on/roll-off
vessels, carrying a full battalion of Army equipment, the TACADs relayed
tactical information between the civilian ships and their Navy escort,
advising the ships’ masters of potential threats and training the civilian
crews to operate in increasingly contested environments.
MSC initiated the TACAD program for its Strategic Sealift Officer (SSO)
community in 2017. All SSOs hold unlimited-tonnage deck or engineering
merchant marine licenses in addition to commissions in the U.S. Navy
Reserves.
“The SSO forces are civilian mariners by nature,” said Cmdr. Vincent
D’Eusanio, TACAD Program Manager. “Having one of our SSO Naval
Reservists speak with the [civilian] crew while in uniform helps to set the
tone and bring credibility to the program.”
“The TACADs possess a solid military background which allows them to
interact better between the ships’ crews and the active-duty military and
the combatant fleet,” said Capt. Hans Lynch, Commodore, Combined Task
Force 42. “In the last five years, there has been an increased emphasis on
including Merchant Marine shipping in large-scale exercises to enhance

Ensign Heather Bacon-Shone, tactical advisor (TACAD) with the Strategic Sealift Officer program, reviews
tactical signaling with able-bodied seaman Joshua Sheldrick aboard the M/V Patriot during convoy
operations in the Atlantic Ocean as part of DEFENDER-Europe 20. (U.S. Navy photo by Ensign Christian
Morris)
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USNS Dahl from page 1

the team from the MLG has exceeded expectations,” said Caola. “They
know why they are here, understand the risk and have been moving with
a purpose. It’s been impressive and humbling to watch.”
Over the seven-day period, the 3rd TSB Marines and Sailors offloaded
and staged 152 EMF-150 containers.
Once constructed, the EMF-150 will provide expanded medical capabilities
in support of the DoD’s COVID-19 response and will enable forces to be

postured to support Guam and the region if a Defense Support of Civil
Authorities mission is requested.
The 3rd TSB, which is based at Naval Base Guam, will comply with all
quarantine requirements set forth by Guam Governor Lou Leon Guerrero
and will only be travelling to conduct critical official business on military
installations.

Hurricane Season from page 2

Watch vs Warning

After the Storm

It is important that everyone understands the difference between a ‘Hurricane Once a hurricane has passed your area it is important to understand that
Watch’ and ‘Hurricane Warning’ and the steps one should take during each. the crisis may not be over as your region could have suffered destructive
damage due to the storm.
“A ‘Hurricane Watch’ means your region could be impacted by destructive
storm weather conditions within the next 48 hours,” said Lipps. “If your region “After the storm is gone, continue to listen to local officials for updates and
is in a ‘Hurricane Watch’, you should review your evacuation route(s) and instructions,” said Lipps. “Check-in with your family and friends by texting
tune in for announcements from local officials. You should also review the or using social media and return home only when authorities indicate it is
items in your disaster supply kit. Add items as needed to meet the household safe.”
needs for children, parents, individuals with disabilities or other access and
functional needs or pets.”
“Watch out for debris and downed power lines,” added Lipps. “Avoid walking
or driving through flood waters. Just six inches of moving water can knock
A ‘Hurricane Warning’ means that destructive weather is expected in your you down, and one foot of fast-moving water can sweep your vehicle away.”
region within the next thirty-six hours.
“Avoid flood water as it may be electrically charged from underground or
“If your area is under a ‘Hurricane Warning,’ you should follow the orders downed power lines and may hide dangerous debris or places where the
from local officials, and leave the region if an evacuation is called for,” said ground is washed away,” said Lipps.
Lipps. “Check-in with your family and friends by texting or using social
media. Refer to and follow the hurricane timeline preparedness checklist, “If your property is impacted by a hurricane, gather photographs of the
depending on when the storm is anticipated to hit and the impact that is damage to your property in order to assist in filing an insurance claim,” said
projected for your location.”
Lipps. “Do what you can to prevent further damage to your property, such
a putting a tarp on a damaged roof, as insurance may not cover additional
If your area is not being evacuated and you decide to stay in your home, damage which occurs after the storm.”
make sure you have adequate supplies in case you lose power and enough
water for several days. Do not try and drive anywhere until the roads are 2020 Hurricane Outlook
safe from flooding or downed electrical lines.
“The outlook for the 2020 Atlantic Hurricane Season is expected to be more
“You should sign up for local emergency alerts in your area,” according to active than usual; indicating 16 named storms, eight hurricanes, and four
Lipps. “Plan to have at least one gallon of water per person and sufficient non- major hurricanes,” according to Lipps. “We must remain vigilant and ready
perishable food to last your family for three days,” said Lipps. “Stock up on to act whenever a tropical cyclone forms.”
canned foods, dry mixes and other staples that do not require refrigeration,
cooking, water or special preparation. Make sure you have a manual can “To that end, the new Destructive Weather Plan (DWP), COMSCINST
opener in the house.”
3141.2F, directs MSC’s preparation for and response to destructive weather,”
concluded Lipps. “Per the COMSC planning order, ‘It is vital that all MSC
“Also, you should consider adding an emergency weather radio to your home personnel, at all levels, take personal responsibility in ensuring awareness
emergency kit; one that can operate with a crank in the event of extended of the plan and readiness to execute when required or as directed.’”
power outages,” added Lipps.
USNS Trenton from page 6

The shipyard had certified welders for the job and
was able to meet this challenge and complete the
repairs.
Amazing amount of dedication

“Necessity is the mother of invention,” said
Orsini. “Given the opportunity, people can
really knock your socks off with how good they
really are at what they do.”

Trenton completed its overhaul, dock trials and
sea trials and was underway by mid-May.
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“Trenton, its crew and the engineering team
serves as an inspiration to MSC and the entire
U.S. Navy,” said Commodore, Military Sealift
Command Europe and Africa and Commander,
Task Force 63 Capt. Frank Okata. “Their
perseverance has made Trenton’s return to
service a reality.”
In all, the work was completed by ships force,
the shipyard, local companies and support staff
during Trenton’s maintenance period through
distance support and innovative solutions.
“We got tremendous support at every turn,” said
Lefebvre. “If we had to be somewhere when this
happened, this was about as good of a place as
it could be.”
Lefebvre said that it took next-level coordination
and teamwork between MSC, OEMs and Viktor
Lenac Shipyard’s workers to achieve this
milestone.
“The key word is teamwork,” said Agner-DeBord.
“We had a highly skilled set of people on this
team. They really pulled together and displayed
an extreme amount of perseverance, both to the
ship and to MSC.”
Altogether, the team overcame multiple
challenges, setbacks and personnel shortages
during Trenton’s months-long overhaul period.

A view of parts from USNS Trenton’s (T-EPF 5) generator arranged
on the ship’s deck during re-assembly. (U.S. Navy photo by Galen
Gouzoulis)
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