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At the U.S. Capitol, World War II merchant mariner Charles Mills, 101, holds up the Congressional Gold Medal presented to members of the U.S. Merchant Marine for their wartime service, May 18. (U.S. photo by Ike Hayman, 
House Creative Services)

Rear Adm. Michael Wettlaufer, Commander, Military Sealift Command, addresses the audience during the Congressional Gold Medal Ceremony 
held to honor Merchant Mariners of WWII at the U.S. Capital, May 18. (U.S. Navy photo by Bill Mesta)

A police officer, assigned to the U.S. Capital Police, displays the 
Congressional Gold Medal minted to honor Merchant Mariners of WWII, 
during a ceremony held at the U.S. Capital, May 18. (U.S. Navy photo by 
Bill Mesta)

By Bill Mesta, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs

Merchant Mariners, elected officials and senior 
military leaders gathered at the U.S. Capital in 
Washington D.C. for the Congressional Gold 
Medal Ceremony Honoring Merchant Mariners 
of World War II, May 18.

In 2020, Congress passed the Merchant Mariners 
of World War II Congressional Gold Medal Act 
to recognize the merchant mariners for their 
courage and contributions during the war.

“In World War II, U.S. Merchant Mariners and 
their shipmates of the U.S. Navy Armed Guard 
sailed in harm’s way to deliver what was needed 
to prevail not only across the Atlantic and Pacific 
but through the Indian Ocean, and across the 
Arctic Circle,” Rear Adm. Michael Wettlaufer, 
Commander, Military Sealift Command stated 
at the ceremony. “This Gold Medal recognition 
acknowledges the strategic advantage American 

mariners brought to the fight in linking domestic 
production and the fighting forces overseas.”

World War II era Merchant Mariners crewed 
the nation’s Liberty Ships, which were used to 
transport critical war-time vehicles, weapons 
equipment, ordinance and supplies to the 
European and Pacific Theaters. 

“[President Franklin D. Roosevelt] called their 
mission the most difficult and dangerous 
transportation job ever undertaken,” House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said at the ceremony.

Many of the Merchant Mariners who served 
during World War II never came home as their 
ships were sunk by enemy forces while traveling 
to their overseas destinations.

World War II Merchant Mariners continued on page 8
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Culinary Excellence: Military Sealift Command Mariners 
Honored with David M. Cook Award
By Bill Mesta, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs

The culinary experts who serve aboard four Military Sealift Command 
ships, expeditionary fast transport USNS Burlington (T-EPF 10), fleet 
replenishment oiler USNS Joshua Humphreys (T-AO 188), dry cargo 
ammunition ship USNS Richard E. Byrd (T-AKE 4) and submarine tender 
USS Frank Cable (AS 40), were recognized for providing outstanding food 
service by earning the Captain David M. Cook award at the Joint Military 
Services Award Ceremony held in Chicago, Illinois, May 20.

The Captain David M. Cook Award was established in 1992 by MSC to 
improve the quality of shipboard food service operations and to formally 
recognize the Civil Service Mariners (CIVMAR) responsible for outstanding 
management of shipboard food service operations. These food service 
professionals are identified annually as the best of the best by the MSC 
Food Service Excellence Assessment Team.

“MSC has a long history of providing some of the best food in the U.S. 
Navy’s fleet,” stated Roberta Jio, Military Sealift Command Food Service 
Director. “The hours are long and the work is daunting, but MSC Food 
Service professionals afloat provide a service that is crucial to the health 
and welfare of all Mariners.”

The ability to provide healthy and delicious food for MSC’s Civil Service 
Mariners is operationally critical as proper nutrition is required to enable 
CIVMARs to perform the varied support missions to the U.S. Navy’s 
combatant fleet, according to Jio.

The Captain David M. Cook award process involves a two-pronged 
approach.

“First, each nominated ship receives an initial evaluation utilizing the 
MSC Food Service Award checklist that is an enclosure in the Captain 
David M. Cook Food Service Excellence Award Instruction,” according 
to Jio. “The initial round is the elimination round where only two ships 
in each category (small, medium, large, and hybrid) from each coast 
move forward to the final round. The final round evaluation determines 
which ship from each category will be the overall winner of the annual 
competition.”

USNS Richard E. Byrd and USS Frank Cable are multiple year recipients 
of the Captain David M. Cook award; displaying culinary excellence over 
an extended period of time.

After being at the helm of Maritime Prepositioning Ships Squadron 3 
for two years, Capt. John Bub, wrapped up his command tour during a 
change-of-command ceremony aboard USNS 2nd Lt. John P. Bobo (T-AK 
3008) while in port Guam, May 12.

“I am grateful for the opportunity to have been part of the prepositioning 
force, providing essential support to every branch of the armed forces,” 
Bub said.

“This amazing staff and the incredible Civil Service and contracted 
Mariner crews are critical to the success of our warfighters throughout 
this region.”

Maritime Prepositioning Ships Squadron 3 strategically places material 
and equipment throughout the Indo-Pacific Region for all U.S. Armed 
Services. This capability ensures critical supplies are delivered where and 
when needed and enables U.S. forces to rapidly respond to humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief efforts.

“For the past year, I’ve had the pleasure of working with John, getting a 
chance to understand his mission here with MPSRON 3 and how vital this 
support is for the fleet,” said Rear Adm. Benjamin Nicholson, commander 
Joint Region Marianas, who was the guest speaker for the change of 
command ceremony.

“The mission simply cannot be accomplished without the support, not 
only from prepositioning ships of MPSRON 3, but from the leadership 

that’s behind them. During Capt. Bub’s tour here, the team completed 
some impressive feats and made incredible strides.”

Under Bub’s leadership, MPSRON 3 orchestrated operations in support 
of nine major joint and multilateral exercises throughout the Indo-Pacific 
Area of Operations. During his tenure, Bub is credited with implementing 
innovative processes that save the Navy more than $12 million.

Chief Steward Danilo Puniesto and Assistant Cook Noel Salvador, Civil Service Mariners serving aboard the 
dry cargo ammunition ship USNS Richard E. Byrd (T-AKE 4) display the David M. Cook award at the award 
ceremony in Chicago, Illinois, May 20. (U.S. Navy photo)

“When the ship’s leadership have the same approach and overall goal 
to provide the crew of their vessel the best customer service possible 
on a daily basis, the food service team can work to provide excellent 
food each day, Jio said. “But if the equipment is not working properly 
or the customer service is lacking, the operation will not be consistently 
successful.”

The culinary experts who provide food services aboard the MSC’s ships are 
made up of Chief Stewards, Steward Cooks, Chief Cooks, Cook Bakers, 
2nd Cooks, Assistant Cooks, and the Supply Utility Personnel. Their 
daily responsibilities include food preparation, inventory management, 
requisitioning resupply, financial accountability, menu management, 
food service training, sanitation protocol, and customer service.

Jio advised MSC culinary experts striving to provide excellent food services 
to, “Start with excellence customer service and work to improve the 
program each day by providing outstanding food in a clean environment. 
Ensure the food service personnel are preparing the recipes as written to 
assure consistency of the entrees.”

“MSC culinary experts seeking additional culinary training should reach 
out to the N43 Food Service Team Ashore for assistance,” she added.

As Military Sealift Command Logistics Director from 1995-1998, U.S. 
Navy Captain David M. Cook, made tremendous strides to improve all 
aspects of food service operations aboard MSC Ships.

“He was the driving force behind improved operational procedures for 
shipboard food service and for the Healthy Heart Program for MSC’s 
Civilian Mariners,” Jio concluded. “Capt. Cook, a visionary, recommended 
restaurant quality, advanced foods in MSC menus to improve the quality 
of life for MSC Crews. He instituted programs to ensure that food service 
personnel receive up-to-date training, maintaining the highest quality 
food service to the fleet.”

Originally titled the Food Service Management Excellence Award, this 
annual recognition was officially renamed the Captain David M. Cook 
Food Service Excellence Award in 2002.

Capt. Steven Wasson assumed command of Maritime Prepositioning Ships Squadron 3 during a change of 
command ceremony aboard USNS 2nd Lt. John P. Bobo (T-AK 3008), while in port Guam, May 12. (U.S. Navy 
photo by Reynaldo T. Rabara)

Prepositioning Ships Squadron 3 Holds Change of Command 

Chief Steward John Robinson and Supply Utilityman Lenora White, Civil Service Mariners serving aboard 
the fleet replenishment oiler Joshua Humphreys (T-AO 188) display the David M. Cook award at the award 
ceremony in Chicago, Illinois, May 20. (U.S. Navy photo)

By Leslie Hull-Ryde, Military Sealift Command Far East Public Affairs
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Honoring the Merchant Mariner; National Maritime Day 2022
By Bill Mesta, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs
National Maritime Day is celebrated each year to recognize some of our 
nation’s most important professionals, Merchant Mariners. This day is 
set aside to honor the dedication and sacrifices, both past and present, 
our Nation’s U.S. Merchant Mariners make every day.

Military Sealift Command (MSC) supported a National Maritime Day 
2022 celebration in Norfolk, Virginia, May 19. The event, sponsored by 
the Propeller Club of Norfolk and Maersk Line, Limited, included featured 
remarks by Capt. Janis C. Smith, Chief of Staff, Military Sealift Command.

“In 1933,  the U.S. Congress declared National Maritime Day to commemorate 
the 1819 voyage of the American steamship Savannah from the United 
States to England,” according to Smith. “Since that time National Maritime 
Day has evolved to become so much more as we recognize the importance 
of the entire maritime industry to our nation’s economic strength.”

“A robust maritime industry is absolutely vital for our national security,” said 
Smith. “The Department of Defense depends on the Merchant Marine for 
over 95 percent of our sealift needs in times of war or national emergency.”

This event included a ‘Laying of the Wreath’ ceremony to honor mariners 
throughout history who lost their lives at sea.

MSC also supported this year’s National Maritime Day at a ceremony 
hosted by the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) and U.S. Maritime 
Administration in Washington D.C., May 24. Rear Adm. Michael Wettlaufer, 
Commander, Military Sealift Command, spoke at the celebration.

“American Mariners remain essential to our economy and defense,” 
Wettlaufer said. “The close collaboration between, and integration across 
our commercial and labor partners, the U.S. Coast Guard, the Maritime 
Administration, the shipbuilding and repair industry, the DOD and the 
U.S. Merchant Mariner allow our nation to retain a vital strategic advantage 
– an advantage that allows the joint force to maneuver across the globe at 
the time and to the place of our choosing in peacetime and conflict.”

MSC’s fleet of over 130 U.S. Naval Vessels and U.S. Navy combatant ships are 
crewed by approximately 7,000 Civil Service Mariners and contracted Mariners.

“We must support today’s Mariners and grow the Merchant Mariner 
community,” stated Wettlaufer. “The competition for talent (in the 
workforce) is fierce. As we look to encourage and recruit the next 
generation, the maritime industry must be an attractive career choice 
against a backdrop of many choices.”

MSC Chaplain Named USFF Chaplain of the Year
Military Sealift Command (MSC) Navy Chaplain, Lt. Chad Goddard was 
recently named U.S. Fleet Forces Command (USFF) Chaplain of the Year.

Goddard is assigned to MSC Headquarters in Norfolk, Virginia, where he 
provides and facilitates for the religious needs of more than 8,000 Civil 
Service Mariners; civil service ashore and active duty and reserve Sailors 
across five area commands around the world.

In a congratulatory letter from USFF command, praised Goddard for his 
efforts leading the MSC Mobile Resilience Training Team (MRTT) and 
traveling to ships around the world to provide resilience-focused training 
since COVID travel restrictions have been lifted. This includes topics 
such as Equal Employment Opportunity, Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response, Health Services, Placement, Employment, Inspector General, 
and Religious Services. The MRTT has visited 25 ships and trained over 
1,300 mariners across three of our major area commands.

Goddard joined the Navy nearly 10 years ago. He says he’d always wanted 
to serve God and his country and felt the Navy Chaplain Corps was the 
best place to do both. But he was also inspired by a longtime friend.

“I had a good friend in college named Tim who joined the Army after 9/11 
and deployed to Iraq several times,” said Goddard. “He told me about the 
military chaplain and how they were there for the troops. Tim wanted to 
get his divinity degree, and come back into the Army as a chaplain to care 
for Soldiers the way his chaplain had cared for him. Sadly, he was killed 
in an IED (improvised explosive device) attack in Ramadi, Iraq, in 2005 
and never got to fulfill his dream.

“Several years after his death I was re-reading his email where he talked 
about wanting to become a chaplain and I decided that I would pick up 
the mantle and do what he wasn’t able to do,” he continued. “I’ve worn 
his dog tag along with my own since I joined the Navy, just to remind me 
why I do what I do.”

After being named USFF Chaplain of the Year, Goddard will now be 
nominated for the Military Chaplains Association (MCA), Chaplain of the 
Year for the U.S. Navy. According to their Website, MCA is a not for profit 
association chartered by Congress and governed by a Board of Directors 
with the sole mission of looking after the professional interest of both 
military and government agency chaplaincies.

“It is no surprise that competitive pay, advancement and predictable work-
life balance are keys to recruiting a capable and diverse workforce,” he 
added. “But, relevant and accessible training, positive and safe working 
environments and new technology applications will help us retain and 
grow the best talent.”

During his address, Wettlaufer referenced the Congressional Gold Medal 
Ceremony Honoring World War II Merchant Mariners, which took place 
at the U.S. Capital in Washington D.C., May 18.

“Those Mariners and their shipmates of the Navy Armed Guard sailed 
the Atlantic, Pacific, Indian Ocean and across the Arctic Circle to link 
domestic production and the fighting forces overseas as they achieved 
the greatest logistics victory in history,” Wettlaufer stated.

During World War II, more than 250,000 members of the American 
Merchant Marine served their country, with more than 9,000 mariners 
killed at sea and 12,000 wounded.

“So, as we celebrate the heritage of the U.S. Maritime industry and all 
who support it, let’s acknowledge we have noble work to do, to live up to 
all who made this history,” Wettlaufer concluded.

By Hendrick Dickson, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs
“The most rewarding things about being a chaplain are being able to 
help others through their difficulties, to celebrate with them in their 
accomplishments, and to serve others selflessly. So, receiving a tangible 
award for being a chaplain is a new experience for me,” said Goddard. “To 
be nominated is humbling, because I know there are chaplains out there 
in the fleet who are doing selfless, unrecognized work every day caring for 
their Sailors and Marines.”

Officials conducted a wreath laying ceremony and water salute in downtown Norfolk, Virginia, May 19, during 
a ceremony held for National Maritime Day. National Maritime Day is held annually to honor the history and 
sacrifices of civilian mariners. (U.S. Navy photo by Brian Suriani)

Military Sealift Command Navy Chaplain Lt. Chad Goddard was recently named U.S. Fleet Forces Command 
Chaplain of the Year. (U.S. Navy photo by Hendrick Dickson)
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USNS Montford Point Welcomes MIRT Aboard to Conduct 
Firefighting Training
By Hendrick Dickson, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs

Military Sealift Command’s (MSC) expeditionary transport dock USNS 
Montford Point (T-ESD 1) welcomed more than 120 Port of Virginia 
Maritime Incident Response Team (MIRT) students aboard to conduct 
firefighting training May 18 for the 30th Annual International Marine Fire 
Fighting School.

Firefighters from the local area and other cities around the U.S., as well 
as countries such as Panama, Singapore, Germany and the Netherlands, 
converged in Hampton Roads to engage with MIRT on shipboard 
firefighting techniques and maritime incident responses.

According to the Port of Virginia, MIRT promotes maritime response 
capabilities in the Port of Virginia through an ongoing program of training, 
drills, resources and continued support and coordination through port 
partners.

“What makes MIRT important is we’re able to coordinate with all of our 
agencies, and get our cities to come together as one,” said MIRT Instructor 
Chuck Mullen. “Where some other ports may have one city that covers its 
area, we do it all in collaboration. We communicate and train together. 
That’s the importance of MIRT - especially here in Hampton Roads.”

MSC Joins Guam Leaders in Maritime Day Observance

Military Sealift Command Maintenance Hub Guam participated in 
National Maritime Day events, May 20.

“It is an honor to participate in National Maritime Day, a time to celebrate 
the service and contributions of civilian mariners who support the 
Department of Defense mission and to honor those mariners who lost their 
lives in service to the nation,” said Cmdr. Gillian Medina, commanding 
officer of MSC Maintenance Hub Guam.

Congress declared May 22 as National Maritime Day in 1933.

“The United States has always been and will always be a great maritime 
nation,” according to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Maritime 
Administration’s website.

“From our origins as 13 British colonies, through every period of peace 
and conflict since, the Merchant Marine has been a pillar in this country’s 
foundation of prosperity and security. They power the world’s largest 
economy and strengthen our ties with trading partners around the world, 
all while supporting our military forces by shipping troops and supplies 
wherever they need to go.

“Maritime Day is a time-honored tradition that recognizes one of our 
country’s most important industries.”

The week-long school included classroom and practical instructions; 
ships tours and various shipboard firefighting training scenarios. 
Montford Point provided a platform for a fire simulation on its deck with 
the ship’s crew lifting a Navy Regional Mid Atlantic training simulator 
aboard to help provide students with a realistic setting.

The expeditionary transfer dock vessel’s primary mission is to serve as a 
‘pier at sea’ to support the Marines. It has a length of 785-feet, it is 164-
feet across the beam and it has a heavy lift capacity of 40,000 metric 
tons.

“We don’t have a lot of experience on a heavy lift, but we use the same 
techniques,” said Mullen. “What’s nice about Montford Point is it’s very 
open, everything is easy to maneuver and it’s lower to the water level. In 
this scenario, even though we’re still coming over the side, we don’t have 
to climb as high.”

Montford Point Captain, Joshua Jordan, said he welcomed the opportunity 
to work with MIRT and thinks joining forces helps strengthen partnerships 
between MSC and the firefighting community.

“We are proud to be able to provide a platform for the responders to 
continue to improve their abilities to protect our vessels,” said Jordan. “It 
also gives us the opportunity to get some face time with our firefighters to 
ask questions and learn from them so we can improve our own response. 
We love to support these events whenever we get the chance.”

By Leslie Hull-Ryde, Military Sealift Command Far East Public Affairs
The U.S. Maritime Administration, also known as MARAD, oversees 
waterborne transportation for the United States. Responsibilities not only 
include ships and shipping but also national security, safety, and port and 
vessel operations.

Lt. Gov. Josh Tenorio kicked off Maritime Day 2022 in Guam by signing 
a proclamation during a virtual ceremony.

“[On] National Maritime Day, we recognize the important role the United 
States Merchant Marine plays in supporting our commerce and national 
security...the Military Sealift Command Ship Support Unit of Guam, with 
support from the United States Coast Guard Sector Guam, commemorate 
National Maritime Day to recognize all mariners who support and 
safeguard our nation and island,” Tenorio read from the proclamation.

Medina and Lt. Cmdr. Ryan Crose of U.S. Coast Guard Sector Guam 
conducted an at-sea wreath laying ceremony, paying tribute to legions of 
mariners. Industry leaders and members of the military community attended 
the event aboard U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Frederick Hatch (WPC 1143)

“It is important to take time every year to honor the often unsung heroes in 
the maritime industry,” said Norma Pillman, who works at the maintenance 
hub and has organized Maritime Day events for the last 24 years.

“Sadly, I have known many mariners who have lost their lives while 
supporting MSC and the Department of Defense. These dedicated 
mariners are important to our mission accomplishment.”

Students from the Port of Virginia’s Maritime Incident Response Team (MIRT)  extinguish a training simulator 
on the flight deck aboard the expeditionary transport dock USNS Montford Point (T-ESD 1). (U.S. Navy photo 
by Hendrick Dickson)

Military Sealift Command Maintenance Hub Guam participated in National Maritime Day events May 20. (U.S. 
Navy photo by Reynaldo T. Rabara)

Students from the Port of Virginia’s Maritime Incident Response Team (MIRT)  extinguish a training simulator 
on the flight deck aboard the expeditionary transport dock USNS Montford Point (T-ESD 1). The training was 
part of a week-long MIRT symposium where more than 120 firefighters from various converged in the region 
to train and collaborate maritime incident response. (U.S. Navy photo by Hendrick Dickson)

Petty Officer Second Class Ismael Cazarez participates in an at-sea wreath-laying ceremony, May 20, aboard 
U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Frederick Hatch (WPC 1143). (U.S. Navy photo by Reynaldo T. Rabara)
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Pacific Partnership Flagship Makes Stop in Guam
By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Brandie Nuzzi, Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Military Sealift Command’s hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19), the 
flagship for Pacific Partnership 2022 (PP22), arrived in Guam, May 26, 
for a logistics stop. This marks Mercy’s first visit to Guam in four years, 
with Pacific Partnership 2018 being the last time the ship moored in Apra 
Harbor. Now in its 17th year, Pacific Partnership is the largest annual 
multinational humanitarian assistance and disaster relief preparedness 
mission conducted in the Indo-Pacific. The mission takes place throughout 
the Western Pacific and Oceania.

“It is an honor to welcome the Sailors and one of the Navy’s finest shipboard 
medical teams from the USNS Mercy during a stop in Guam on their way 
to deliver humanitarian assistance to communities most in need,” said 
Commander Joint Region Marianas Rear Adm. Benjamin Nicholson. 
“Pacific Partnership bolsters cooperation and greater alliances between the 
U.S. and host nations, and we are especially grateful for the support and 
assistance the hospital ship will provide to these developing communities,” 
Nicholson said.

Approximately 800 personnel are currently supporting PP22, including 
representatives from the Royal Navy and the Australian Defence Force. 
“We are so excited to bring the Pacific Partnership team to Guam,” said 
Royal Navy Capt. Charles Maynard, PP22 deputy mission commander. 
“The exchanges from this mission create lasting bonds of friendship and 
trust that will last far beyond the time Mercy leaves the pier.”

While in Guam, Mercy Sailors are participating in multiple outreach events, 
including beach clean-up projects, support to the National Park Service for 
their annual Memorial Day event, and concerts for the public performed by 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet Brass Ensemble.

“Our team aboard Mercy embraces outreach engagements and values any 
way we can show support for the local community,” said Capt. Timothy 
Quast, commanding officer of Mercy.

“As a physician who served at the Naval Hospital in Guam for three years, 
I can say that it’s an honor to be back and a privilege to work again with 
the wonderful people of Guam.”

Several Sailors who are from Guam are also taking part in the PP22 
mission.

“It feels great to return home with Mercy, supporting PP22,” said Hospital 
Corpsman 1st Class Raymond Uson from Yigo, Guam. “It’s been over 10 
years since I’ve been home, and I’m looking forward to seeing my family 
and friends.”

Pacific Partnership and Mercy crew members will have a chance to explore 
Guam during the port visit.

“My mother and brother are currently on the island,” said Uson. “It makes 
me happy to see them because I know how proud they are of me. I am 
looking forward to eating local dishes I am accustomed to. I hope to show 
my Mercy family a great time around Guam and why it is special to me.”

USNS GYSGTG Fred W. Stockham Provides Overseas Support
By Brendan Pigott, Military Sealift Command
Like other ships in the Maritime Prepositioning Force (MPF), USNS 
GYSGT Fred W. Stockham (T-AK 3017) was awaiting orders. Unlike 
other MPF ships who are sitting in the vastness of the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans, Stockham was biding her time at Naval Weapons Station, Earle, 
New Jersey. Stockham’s crew of contract Mariners (CONMARs), most 
with years of service in the MPF, knew the call could come at any time, 
but under most circumstances probably wouldn’t come in. Across the 
Atlantic Ocean, however, a war was dragging on in Ukraine. Resolved to 
assist her ally, the United States Government authorized the shipment 
of war materials to fight against the aggressive Russian military that 
had invaded Ukraine two months earlier. How might the materials reach 
Europe? Aboard Stockham!

United States Transportation Command (USTC) is the functional 
Combatant Commander (COCOM) responsible for moving the Department 
of Defense (DOD) across land, air, and sea in both times of peace and 
war. As such, USTC would be in charge of coordinating the movement 
of war materials bound for Ukraine from the continental United States 
(CONUS), across the Atlantic Ocean, and then onward through Central 
and Eastern Europe. The Army’s Surface Deployment and Distribution 
Command (SDDC) would handle the land transportation matters in 
CONUS and Europe, but what ship could quickly and efficiently move 
the goods across the Atlantic?

On any given day, Military Sealift Command (MSC) and the United States 
Maritime Administration (MARAD) offer USTC over 40 ships capable of 
moving a variety of cargoes to any port in the world. With the order from 
USTC in hand, MSC’s Operations Department (N3) began looking for 
an available ship.  Noting that Stockham was already at full operating 
status (FOS) in New Jersey, MSC’s N3 knew that the choice was obvious. 
Stockham needed to get underway.

To set the plan into motion, MSC’s N3 contacted the MPF Project Office 
(PM3) at MSC Headquarters.  Eager to support the mission and get 
their ship to sea, PM3 contacted Crowley Government Services (CGS) 
saying, “We’ve got a mission for Stockham.” CGS, the operating company 
for Stockham and several other MPF vessels, enthusiastically replied, 
“Where do we need her to go?” Within hours of that brief exchange, Capt. 
Paul Ginnane, Master of Stockham, was updating his sailing board and 
explaining to his crew what was going to happen next. The ship would get 
underway in less than two days.

Coordinating the movement of war materials on a ship is no small matter.  
Cargo would need to be delivered to the Seaport of Embarkation (SPOE) 
via rail and truck, fuel and provisions would need to be arranged for the 
ship, and with this being a military mission a Tactical Advisor (TACAD) 
that would accompany the vessel across the Atlantic would need to be 
selected from the ready list at MSC. Never faulting in their support of 
Ukraine, USTC, MSC, CGS, and the brave crew of Stockham met and 

exceeded every mission objective under a compressed timeline. Arriving 
in North Carolina, to load cargo ahead of schedule, the goods were quickly 
stowed and Stockham was back at sea heading east.

Making use of the embarked TACAD, Stockham’s crew trained daily on 
operating in a contested environment while making record speed for a 
vessel of her age. Crossing the Atlantic, passing through the English 
Channel, and reaching the sea-buoy with time to spare, Stockham arrived 
at the Seaport of Debarkation (SPOD), Nordenham, Germany, in time to 
meet critical rail connections bound for the Ukrainian front.   Swiftly 
offloading the cargo, much needed stocks of war materials are now in the 
hands of the Ukrainian Army all thanks to the hard work and dedication 
of the Merchant Mariners of Stockham.

To say this mission took teamwork is an understatement.  From program 
coordination with the OPCO, to MSC coordination with USTC, not to 
mention the work handled by two of MSC’s Area Commands, MSC Atlantic 
and MSC Europe/Africa, the work of military shipping is complex, but 
not impossible.  Rather, ships like Stockham are the bedrock of a sound 
National Security Strategy and key component to the defense of the 
United States and her loyal allies. Bravo Zulu to the Merchant Mariners 
of Stockham and all who made this mission a success!

The hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) arrived at U.S. Naval Base Guam (NBG) while en route for Pacific 
Partnership 2022. (U.S. Navy photo by Valerie Maigue)

A view of Military Sealift Command’s large, medium-speed roll-on, roll-off ship USNS GYSGT. Fred W. 
Stockham (T-AK 3017) pier-side. (U.S. Navy photo)
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Mother, Daughters Bring Family Vibe Aboard William McLean
By Hendrick Dickson, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs

USS Frank Cable Returns from Patrol
By Petty Officer 1st Class Charlotte Oliver, USS Frank Cable (AS 40) Public Affairs
The Emory S. Land-class submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) 
returned to its home-port of Apra Harbor, Guam, May 16.

Frank Cable departed Guam on March 1, for a second patrol after 
turning over lead maintenance activity responsibilities with USS 
Emory S. Land (AS 39) in September 2021.

“I’m very, very proud of our crew,” said Capt. Albert Alarcon, Frank 
Cable’s commanding officer. “They performed remarkably well as 
ambassadors of our Pacific submarine force, our Navy, and our 
nation. They seamlessly exercised the concepts of operation and 
theater security cooperation events vital to advancing our warfighting 
readiness in the Pacific Theater, while significantly advancing 
interoperability with the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) and reinforcing 
the strong relationship between our countries; and their service in the 
local community resonates that unique bond that has withstood the 
test of time.”

Frank Cable’s first port visit was to Brisbane, the capital city of 
Queensland, Australia, where the ship’s hybrid crew of Sailors and 
Military Sealift Command Civil Service Mariners teamed up to help 
the Australian Defence Force in Operation Flood Assist.

Prior to Frank Cable’s arrival, Queensland suffered catastrophic 
flooding for the second year in a row. Frank Cable was ready to help 
with cleanup efforts the day after mooring pier-side.

When you walk into a room with Deborah Jackson, the first thing you notice 
is her upbeat spirit. Then the feeling of comfort that falls over the room as 
she smiles and gives you her brand of straight-talk. The next thing you 
know you’re having a good time, listening to stories and sharing laughs. 
Some people just have that vibe.

It is something that has been permeating aboard USNS William McLean 
(T-AKE 12) since Deborah stepped foot aboard in October, a few weeks 
after her daughter Bethay. And in March, another daughter, Hazel, arrived 
aboard the fleet ordnance and dry cargo ship. Now, the Jackson family’s 
vibe which is founded on taking care of one another has swept over the crew 
as they prepare for deployment this summer.

Hazel Jackson, from Miami, joined Military Sealift Command (MSC) nearly 
nine years ago as a supply utility. She saw becoming a civil service mariner 
as a good opportunity to start a career, while establishing financial stability. 
Her family supported her as her career progressed to becoming an assistant 
storekeeper (ASK).

Her mother Deborah, from Jacksonville, retired a few years ago or so she 
had thought. She found sitting at home every day not to be satisfying. After 
trying a few jobs back home, a conversation with Hazel lead her on an 
unexpected path.

“I was just working but it wasn’t going anywhere,” said Deborah. “Then she 
told me about her roommate, who was 62 years old. I went to apply that 
same night. It took about a year to get in…”

“She put in her application before me, but she never checked her email. The 
second time she applied, I kept checking her email for her and helped her 
submit her paperwork,” chimed in Bethay Jackson, smiling.

Bethay, seeing how well her sister was doing and knowing her mother was 
now applying, had decided to follow them. “She (Hazel) also has a truck 
driving business and I was thinking about getting my CDL (commercial 
driver’s license) to work with her. Then I saw her W-2. I thought maybe going 
to MSC would be better,” she said.

They laugh when they talk about completing the application process 
together and ultimately being assigned to McLean last fall. Hazel, who had 
been assigned to a ship out West, decided to put in her request to transfer. 
She ended up with orders to McLean as well.

The Jackson family is accustomed to taking care of one another and 
supporting each other. Deborah has another daughter who is taking care of 
the family home in Jacksonville. And her husband helps with the grandkids.

“We always believe in helping each other,” she said. “That’s how our family 
has always been and we’ve always remained close. One of my grandsons, 
we’re working on him getting into MSC now.”

Now Hazel being a more experienced mariner, is sharing her lessons about 
mariner life with her mother and sister.

“I learned from my first ship when MSC told me to pack for six months 
that can be misleading,” she said. I had four suitcases coming aboard my 
first ship. I didn’t know we had free washers and dryers and that you’d be 
wearing and washing your working uniforms every day,” she said.

“Oh yes! Up and down those gangway with all of that luggage…lord have 
mercy,” added Deborah.

With the mother and her two daughters all in supply department, they are 
helping take care of their 125-plus fellow mariners. Hazel still works as an 
ASK and handles stores, while Deborah and Bethay work hotel services. 
Deborah is responsible for the sixth floor staterooms and the captain’s cabin. 
Bethay assists Deborah and she also works in laundry.

Bethay has also been assigned re-fitting the ship’s store. Which seems like 
the perfect job for the shopaholic of the trio.

“The ship’s store is perfect for this one right here because she loves shopping,” 
said Deborah pointing to Bethay. “I just go in her room and see what she has 
in there. Sometimes I just grab something and say, ‘I’m going to hold onto 
this for you’.”

“I’m very excited about taking over the ship’s store,” she said. “We’ve been 
working on it late hours stocking it with items we feel the crew will enjoy. 
We’re hoping to do our official opening during our first sail off.”

It is pretty evident when you walk around the ship with any Jackson family 
member, the crew loves having them aboard. In an otherwise challenging job 
being at sea, they help everything feel a little more enjoyable.

“They are my three favorite crew-members,” said former Master aboard 
McLean Capt. David Murrin. “They are just pleasant to have aboard. When 
you have a situation where so many are separated from their families, having 
them around brings us a family, brings that atmosphere here so many are 
missing. You can feel the family influence very quickly being able to just sit 
down and talk with them.”

The Jacksons enjoy serving together as mariners.. They are also looking 
forward to upcoming operations and seeing the world together as a family.

“When we got here, we heard about the disasters that had struck, and 
we wanted to see what we could do to help,” Electronics Technician 
3rd Class Jonathon Sjoblom told Australian Defence Force media as 
he took part in the cleanup. “Any part that we can do to help relieve 
any of that stress and that burden from them [flooding victims]; we 
want to be a part of that.”

Family members gather as the Emory S. Land-class submarine tender USS Frank Cable (AS 40) returns to 
home-port, May 16. Frank Cable has returned from conducting expeditionary maintenance and logistics in 
support of national security in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. (U.S. Navy photo by Master-at-Arms 2nd 
Class James Phelps)

USS Frank Cable Returns from Patrol continued on page 8

Military Sealift Command Civil Service Mariners, Hazel Jackson, Deborah Jackson and Bethay Jackson pose 
for a photo aboard USNS William McLean (T-AKE 12). Deborah is the mother of Hazel and Bethay. All three 
serve in the Supply Department aboard the dry cargo ammunition ship, where they bring a special family 
atmosphere to the crew. (U.S. Navy photo by Hendrick Dickson)
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Military Sealift Command Hosts Asian American, Pacific 
Islander Heritage Month Special Observance
By Bill Mesta, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs

JULY IS UV SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH
This time of year is great for enjoying outside activities with friends 
and family and soaking up some much-needed Vitamin-D. Experts 
say that to maintain healthy blood levels (particularly of vitamin-D) 
aim to get 10-30 minutes of sunlight several times a week. However, 
getting much more than that, or excess unprotected sun exposure, 
can cause vision problems and damage to your eyes, suppress your 
immune system, cause your skin to age prematurely, and can increase 
your risk of developing skin cancer. Therefore, it is critical we are 
mindful of ways to minimize the risks that come with too much sun 
exposure. Check it out:

Moderate Your Exposure. The peak hours of strongest ultraviolet 
(UV) rays are between the hours of 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Try to avoid 
being outside for long periods in the sun and heat during these times 
and consider inside sports or activities instead such as indoor racket 
sports, paintball, or indoor cycling or basketball.

Protect Your Skin and Eyes. The skin is the body’s largest organ 
and it protects YOU from heat, sunlight, injury, and infection. 
Always wear sunscreen when outside during the summer months. In 

addition, consider wearing loose-fitting clothing, a wide-brimmed hat, 
and sunglasses or protective eye-wear when doing outdoor activities 
such as hammering, sanding, working with power tools or chemicals, 
“jumping” the battery of a motor vehicle, or any work that may produce 
particles or dust. 

Use the Right Sunscreen. This includes both the kind of sunscreen you 
are using and the amount. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s 
(FDA) recommends that your sunscreen has a sun protective factor 
(SPF) of at least 15, and should protect against both Ultraviolet A (UV-A) 
and Ultraviolet B (UV-B) rays. In addition, the National Council on Skin 
Cancer Prevention found that most people only apply 25 – 50 percent of 
the recommended amount of sunscreen. Remember, while you are out 
in the sun, apply at least one palm-full of sunscreen every two hours. 
Unless you are sweating and/or swimming (even if the sunscreen is 
waterproof), which will require you to re-apply more frequently.

The MSC Health Promotion Program (HPP) has available resources for 
you & is here for you! We encourage you to connect with us for any 
questions or concerns you may have. Email us at MSC_HPP@us.navy.mil 

Civilian Teammates and Service Members assigned to Military Sealift 
Command hosted an in-person special observance in honor of Asian 
American, Pacific Islander Heritage Month, at Vista Point on board Naval 
Station Norfolk, May 23.

The annual event was held to honor, recognize, and celebrate the rich 
diversity, leadership, and enduring empowerment of all Asian American 
and Pacific Islanders, and their dedicated service and contributions to the 
betterment of our nation. 

“The contributions of Americans of Asian and Pacific Islander descent are 
firmly woven into the diverse fabric of our Nation,” said MSC Teammate 

Monica Henain, the Mistress of Ceremonies for the special observance. 
“During Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, we celebrate 
the remarkable accomplishments of Americans of Asian and Pacific Islander 
heritage that have enriched our great country and helped define our history.”
The theme for the special observance was ‘advancing leaders through 
collaboration.’

“In 1992, Congress passed a law permanently designating May as Asian 
American, Pacific Islander Heritage Month,” Henain stated. “The month of 
May is significant for this observance as it commemorates the arrival date 
of the first Japanese immigrants to the United States on May 7, 1843, and 
the significant contributions from Chinese pioneers completing the first 
Transcontinental Railroad on May 10, 1869.”

U.S. Navy Capt. Leonard Remias (ret), Military Affairs Liaison for the City of 
Norfolk, Virginia, was the keynote speaker for the special observance. Remias 
served as Commander, Maritime Prepositioning Ships Squadron Three 
embarked on USNS 2ND LT John P. Bobo (T-AK 3008) forward- deployed 
to Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, where he was 
responsible for the tactical control of 11 MSC prepositioning ships operating 
in the Western Pacific. He also was senior advisor to the Commander as MSC 
Inspector General from January to November of 2017.

“According to current data, MSC employees approximately 1317 Asian 
American, Pacific Islanders both afloat and ashore; approximately 17% 
of the MSC workforce,” Remias stated. “So MSC has a large number of 
Asian American, Pacific Islanders on its team when compared with other 
organizations, and I have seen this first hand aboard MSC’s ships.”

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders make up 2.6% of the U.S. workforce, 
according to Remias.

“MSC is in the business of supporting the joint warfighter,” Remias added. 
“It is important that we harness the diversity in our workforce to ensure 
continued success in providing this support.”

Greg Pelowski, Military Sealift Command Director, Total Force Management, 
closed the special observance by thanking the members of the Special 
Emphasis Committee, “because events like this special observance are not 
possible without the support of our volunteers.”

U.S. Navy Capt. (ret.) Len Remias, the Military Affairs Liaison with the City of Norfolk, addresses civilian 
teammates and service members assigned to Military Sealift Command at the command’s special observance 
held in honor of Asian American, Pacific Islander Heritage Month, May 23. (U.S. Navy photo by Bill Mesta)

USNS Sisler Supports Cold Response 2022
By Brendan Pigott, Military Sealift Command
The average high temperature in February is 88 degrees Fahrenheit in the 
British Indian Ocean Territory of Diego Garcia.  Quite the opposite, the 
average high temperature for the same month is 34 degrees Fahrenheit 
in the northern European country of Norway. Although accustomed to 
the warmer climate of Diego Garcia, USNS Sisler (T-AKR 311), a Maritime 
Prepositioning Force (MPF) ship of Military Sealift Command (MSC), hauled 
up her anchor in late December 2021 to make the journey north to Norway 
in support of Exercise Cold Response 2022. Vessels of the MPF, traditionally 
based in the Indian and Pacific Oceans, are capable of transporting and 
delivering essential military cargo anywhere in the world. Sisler, a large, 
medium-speed roll-on, roll-off ship sponsored by the United States Marine 
Corps, was called upon to sustain the Second Marine Expeditionary Force 
(II MEF) as they participated in exercise events in Norway

Exercise Cold Response 2022 is a biennial Norwegian national readiness and 
defense exercise that included participation from each of Norway’s military 
services, as well as 26 additional NATO allied nations and regional partners.  
As described by United States European Command, “Many of the training 
events placed U.S. Marines alongside Norwegian service members operating 
in austere arctic conditions, the premier cold-weather training destination 

for NATO.  These training events included arctic vehicle operations, avalanche 
prevention and response, flight operations and casualty evacuation drills…”  
Managed by Patriot Contract Services on behalf of MSC, Sisler’s crew of 
contract mariners was ecstatic to support the Marine Corps in such a unique 
operating environment.  Capt. Wilbur Dahn, Master of the Sisler, said, “I think 
working with the Norwegians gave the crew a sense of making a difference.  
Kind of like putting a face to the person. Especially with the present world 
environment, our presence and ability to deliver cargo to this port and be 
supported by the facility put meaning into our jobs.”

Most exercise events occurred even further north than Sisler’s dock in 
Hammernesodden, Norway. “The Marines offloaded the equipment, it was 
placed on a ferry and then shuttled to where it was needed,” explained 
Dahn.  However, Sisler’s days remained busy for the duration of the exercise.  
Cargo remaining aboard the ship had to be cared for, ice and snow had to be 
removed from the vessel, ship stability had to be monitored, and meals had to 
be provided to the crew and exercise participants. 

USNS Sisler continued on page 8
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Congressional Gold Medal continued from page 1

“The price of victory was extraordinary,” declared Wettlaufer. “Of the 
250,000 members of the American Merchant Marine who served our 
country during the war, 12,000 were wounded in action and over 9,000 
perished at sea, including 142 cadets from the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy in King’s Point, New York, who were killed during the 
conflict.  Their personal sacrifice was great and commitment to our 
nation’s freedom unparalleled.”

Dave Yoho, a 94-year-old World War II era Merchant Mariner, spoke at 
the ceremony. Yoho said it was his role to speak at the ceremony for the 
Mariners of World War II who cannot speak for themselves. 

“I’m speaking for 248,500 guys that are already dead,” he told those who 
attended the ceremony. “One out of 26 of us died, but thousands of us 
came home deprived of a part of our life.” 

“That’s probably one of the least-understood missions that ever was 
accomplished in modern warfare,” he said of the merchant mariners’ role 
in supporting the U.S. military.

Yoho urged those in attendance to share the story of the World War II 
Merchant Marines so that future generation can learn from their sacrifices 
and dedication.

“And, so, when you’re with others, say to them of what we did; urge them 
to read about us and find out about us,” Yoho stated. “Greet us today 
if you can [and] then say to those, ‘we gave up our yesterdays for your 
better tomorrow’.”

Between 1939 and 1945, 9,521 merchant mariners lost their lives, a 
higher proportion than those killed in any military branch, according to 
the National World War II Museum. 

The Gold Medal Ceremony included remarks from Senate Republican 
Leader Mitch McConnell, House Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy, 
Congressman John Garamendi (D-CA), Congressman Joe Courtney (D-
CT) and United States Armed Forces Chiefs.

“Nearly eight decades after World War II, Americans owe our Merchant 
Mariners an enormous debt of gratitude,” said Pelosi. “Just as your service 
and courage brought luster to our country and to our nation. May this 
medal serve as an expression of the American people’s profound respect 
and gratitude; gratitude to you (the World War II Merchant Marine).

The Congressional Gold Medal is the highest expression of national 
appreciation which the U.S. Congress can bestow for distinguished 
achievements and contributions. Each medal honors a particular 
individual, institution, or event, according to the U.S. House of 
Representatives’ website.  

Sjoblom was one of the more than 200 Frank Cable Sailors who 
volunteered.

The next city to host Frank Cable was the port city of Sydney. There, the 
crew hosted various members of the Royal Australian Navy, including 
Vice Adm. Michael Noonan, Chief of Navy Australia, and RAN sailors 
assigned to the RAN base HMAS Kuttabul.

Australian naval base HMAS Stirling on Garden Island off the coast of 
Perth, Australia was the next port visit for Frank Cable.

While at HMAS Stirling, headquarters for the Australian submarine 
fleet, the crew conducted expeditionary maintenance and logistics 
with both a U.S. Navy and a RAN submarine. The RAN Collins-class 
submarine HMAS Farncomb (SSG 71) moored alongside Frank Cable, 
where various hoses – ranging from fuel to potable water – were lowered 
and successfully attached.

“This inaugural expeditionary logistics demonstration performed with 
HMAS Farncomb demonstrated the full scope of tender services from a 
U.S. Navy submarine tender to an allied submarine,” said Lt. Anthony 
Moretti, Frank Cable’s operations officer. “This event was critical to 
validating U.S. Navy interoperability with the Royal Australian Navy. 
These types of demonstrations reinforce that the forged relationships 
between our countries is strong and highlights our nation’s commitment 
to our allies and partners.”

This exercise demonstrated that in the future, U.S. Navy submarine 
tenders can provide tender services to our Australian allies.

Frank Cable also completed a weapons handling exercise involving 
the transfer of a Tomahawk Land Attack Missile (TLAM) inert training 
shape to the Los Angeles-class fast-attack submarine USS Springfield 
(SSN 761) while giving hands-on training.

USS Frank Cable Returns continued from page 6

The Lord is my Pilot; 
I shall not drift. 

He leadeth me across the dark waters 
and steereth me in the deep channels.

He keepeth my Log
and guideth me by the star of holiness 

for His Name’s sake.
Yea, though I sail amid 

the thunders and tempests of life,
I shall dread no danger, 
For Thou art with me;

Thy love and Thy care, they shelter me. 
Thou preparest a harbor before me 

in the homeland of eternity;
Thou anointest the waves with oil, 

and my ship rideth calmly,
Surely sunlight and starlight 

shall favor me all the days of my voyaging, 
and I will rest in the port of my Lord forever.

Fallen MSC Teammate

Junior Engineer
 Robert Edward Hunt 

MSC Service:
2005-2022

USNS Sisler continued from page 6

As with any exercise, building networks and partners is important

“I cannot tell you how much cooperation and help we received from the 
team that operated Hammernesodden,” said Dahn. ”The ship’s crew and 
the crew of the facility became family. They threw a Norwegian dinner for 
the entire crew that was amazing. Moose burgers, venison, salmon, local 
cheese, deserts, all delicious.”

With exercise Cold Response 2022 wrapping up in late March 2022, the 
ship, Marines, and other European allies departed Norway. Reflecting on the 
results of the exercise, Dahn said, “The Department of Defense (DoD) fights 
wars, the Merchant Marine supplies the DoD.  If the DoD wants 200 tanks in 
a hot-spot, you don’t fly them in, you ship them in. Wherever there is conflict 
involving U.S. troops or our allies, the U.S. Merchant Marine will be bringing 
the equipment and supplies to the nearest port to be delivered where it is 
needed. If you want a strong military, you need a strong Merchant Marine.”


