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From U.S. 3rd Fleet Public Affairs

Military Sealift Command’s hospital ship 
USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) returned to San Diego, 
California, Sept. 30, following completion of the 
17th annual Pacific Partnership mission.

Pacific Partnership is the largest annual 
multinational humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief preparedness mission conducted 
throughout the Indo-Pacific region.

“It has truly been an honor to lead a diverse crew 
of committed men and women on the Pacific 
Partnership 2022 team,” said Pacific Partnership 
2022 Mission Commander Capt. Hank Kim. 
“We set out to strengthen ties and create new 
friendships with our host and partner nations, 
and we achieved this with resounding success.”

The mission team worked collectively with 
participating host and partner nations to 
enhance regional interchangeability and 
disaster response capabilities, increase security 
and stability in the region, and foster new and 
enduring friendships in the Indo-Pacific.

“One of the mission highlights was seeing the 
multinational knowledge exchange and passion 
for learning from everyone who was a part of 
Pacific Partnership,” said Capt. Jeffrey Feinberg, 
USNS Mercy Medical Treatment Facility’s 
Commanding Officer. “Every participant 
brought something new to the table, whether 
it was a safer way to construct the foundation 
for a building, a new approach to a patient 
procedure, or a more efficient means for disaster 

Friends and family welcome home 
Military Sealift Command’s hospital 
ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19) as the 
ship returns to San Diego, after 
completing Pacific Partnership 
2022. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd 
Class Drace Wilson)

response. That collaboration is what enhances 
every nation’s capacity to respond to crisis and 
provides an enduring impact. That, and the 
friendships we make, are what will remain long 
after Mercy returns home.”

Host nations included Vietnam, Palau, the 
Philippines, and Solomon Islands. Partner 
nations included Australia, Chile, Japan, the 
Republic of Korea, and the United Kingdom.

Pacific Partnership saw more than 15,000 
patients, completed 10 major construction 
projects, participated in more than 80 host 
nation outreach events, and conducted 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
workshops in each mission.

Interior Communications Electrician 1st Class Savanna Gerber greets her son upon Military Sealift Command hospital ship USNS Mercy’s (T-AH 19) 
return to San Diego, after completion of Pacific Partnership 2022. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Brandie Nuzzi)
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Keel Authenticated for the Future USNS Saginaw 
Ojibwe Anishinabek

Military Sealift Command’s Office in Korea 
has new Commander

Keel Authenticated for T-AGS 67

From Team Ships Public Affairs

By Leslie Hull-Ryde, Military Sealift Command Far East Public Affairs

From Team Ships Public Affairs

The keel for the future USNS Saginaw Ojibwe Anishinabek (T-ATS 8) was 
ceremonially laid at Bollinger Houma Shipyards, Oct. 3.  

Named for the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe, the ship honors the original 
people of modern day Michigan and their proud tradition of service to 
their country. Ojibwe is also referred to as Chippewa and Anishinabek 
means ‘original people.’ The keel authenticator was the Honorable 
Theresa Peters Jackson, Chief of the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe.

“This is an awesome Navy day as we gather to celebrate this multi-mission 
platform and the range of capabilities it will bring to the fleet, including 
towing, salvage, rescue, oil spill response and humanitarian assistance,” 
said Rear Adm. Tom Anderson, Program Executive Officer, Ships. “It is 
an honor to be joined by members of the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe as the 
keel is authenticated for their namesake ship and we are excited to honor 
their heritage and commitment to service of country.”

The Navajo class (T-ATS) provides ocean-going tug, salvage, and rescue 
capabilities to support fleet operations. T-ATS replaces and fulfills the 
capabilities that were previously provided by the fleet ocean tug (T-ATF 
166) and rescue and salvage ships (T-ARS 50) class ships.

In addition to T-ATS 8, Bollinger is constructing USNS Navajo (T-ATS 6) 
and USNS Cherokee Nation (T-ATS 7) and is under contract for USNS 
Lenni Lenape (T-ATS 9) and USNS Muskogee Creek Nation (T-ATS 10).

As one of the Defense Department’s largest acquisition organizations, 
PEO Ships is responsible for executing the development and procurement 
of all destroyers, amphibious ships, special mission and support ships, 
boats and craft.

The keel for the Navy’s next oceanographic survey ship (T-AGS 67) was 
ceremonially laid at Halter Marine in Pascagoula, Mississippi, Oct. 4. The 
keel authenticator was Rear Admiral Tom Anderson, Program Executive 
Officer, Ships.

“This is an awesome Navy day as we gather to celebrate the start of 
construction of the eighth ship in the Pathfinder class,” said Rear Adm. 
Tom Anderson. “We look forward to delivering another ship that provides 
significant capability in undersea warfare and charting the world’s 
coastlines.”

Equipped with a moon pool for unmanned vehicle deployment and 
retrieval, T-AGS 67 will be a multi-mission ship that will perform acoustic, 
biological, physical and geophysical surveys, providing much of the U.S. 
military’s information on the ocean environment. The vessel will be over 
350 feet in length with an overall beam of 58 feet.  

T-AGS 67 will be operated by the Military Sealift Command (MSC). MSC 
consists of 130 civilian crewed ships that replenish U.S. Navy ships, chart 
ocean bottoms, conduct undersea surveillance, tactically preposition 
combat cargo at sea and move military equipment and supplies used by 
deployed U.S. forces around the world.

As one of the Defense Department’s largest acquisition organizations, 
PEO Ships is responsible for executing the development and procurement 

of all major surface combatants, amphibious ships, special mission and 
support ships, and special warfare craft.

Cmdr. Mike Borszich wrapped up his command of Military Sealift 
Command Office (MSCO) Korea when Cmdr. Patrick Moore relieved 
him during a change-of-command ceremony aboard the large  
medium speed roll-on. roll-off ship USNS Charlton (T-AKR 
314), Sept. 1.

Borszich, a native of Glendale, Ariz., graduated from 
the United States Merchant Marine Academy, where 
he received a Bachelor of Science in marine systems 
engineering. He also earned a Master of Business 
Administration from the University of Florida.

The naval aviator served in several operational 
roles, including Operation Iraqi Freedom with 
HSL-44 aboard USS James Williams (DDG 95) and 
counter-trafficking operations aboard USS Simpson 
(FFG 56). Other assignments included HSM-35, 
where he qualified in the MQ-8B Firescout, the Navy’s 
first unmanned helicopter, and with HSM-48, deployed 
aboard USS Roosevelt (DDG 80) in support of Operation 
Inherent Resolve.

Ashore, Borszich was assigned as a fleet replacement pilot instructor 
at HSM-40. Moore takes them helm of MSCO Korea after a tour at the 
Missile Defense Agency.

From Korea, he reports to the office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff.

Originally from Rising Sun, Maryland, Moore graduated from 
North Carolina State University with a bachelor’s degree 

in criminology. He earned a master’s degree in national 
security affairs, with a concentration in Pacific studies, 
from the Naval Postgraduate School

His sea tours include USS Curts (FFG 38); USS 
Sterett (DDG 104); USS Kidd (DDG 100) and 
Destroyer Squadron 23. He deployed to both 5th 
and 7th Fleets as part the USS Abraham Lincoln 
and USS Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike Groups.

Ashore, in addition to the Missile Defense Agency, 
Moore has served at Naval Forces Korea and in the 

Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of the Navy.

MSCO Korea provides direct support to Military Sealift 
Command ships and serves as a liaison with other local 

commands. The commander and his team coordinate logistics, 
husbanding services and port loading. Additional assistance may include 
coordinating maintenance, mail delivery, bunkering, administrative 
support and travel.

Rear Adm. Tom Anderson, Program Executive Officer, Ships joined the Honorable Theresa Peters Jackson, 
Chief of the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe and other members of the tribe, as the keel was authenticated for the 
future USNS Saginaw Ojibwe Anishinabek (T-ATS 8). (U.S. Navy photo)

Rear Adm. Tom Anderson authenticates the keel for Oceanographic survey ship (T-AGS 67) in Pascagoula, 
Mississippi. (U.S. Navy photo)
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USS Gerald R. Ford Conducts Pre-deployment Ammunition 
Onload with USNS Medgar Evers

USNS Henry J. Kaiser Supports USS Makin Island Amphibious 
Readiness Group Pre-Deployment Exercises

By Petty Officer 2nd Class Zachary Guth, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78)

By Sarah Burford, Military Sealift Command Pacific Public Affairs

The aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) conducted an 
ammunition onload on the open seas with the “Tridents” of Helicopter 
Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 9 and Military Sealift Command’s dry cargo 
and ammunition ship USNS Medgar Evers (T-AKE 13), Sept. 25-27.

Ford safely received more than 100,000 tons of ordnance, over three 
days, in preparation for the ship’s deployment this fall.

The ship’s weapons department led by Cmdr. Jim Fish, Ford’s Weapons 
Officer, and Lt. Cmdr. William Keaton, the ship’s Ordnance Handling 
Officer, were at the helm of this operation.

The operation began with MH-60S Knighthawks attached to HSC-9 in the 
air before sunrise and the Medgar Evers ready to come along the port side 
of Ford to relay ammunition.

“Today, AOs go to work,” said Keaton. “As the community of Aviation 
Ordnance, this is where it starts.”

On deck were Sailors from Ford’s weapons department ready to retrieve 
and transport ammunition with forklifts. Landing signal engineers 
assigned to HSC-9 were safely guiding Knighthawks over Ford’s flight 
deck to deliver the ammunition.

Viewing the operation from above was the weapons officer, staged in the 
ship’s primary flight control.

“They knocked it out of the park,” said Fish. “That was a varsity event 
conducted by varsity players. While we have the physical presence of an 
aircraft carrier, the ordnance we just onloaded can back up the power an 

aircraft carrier and airwing can project. This is a huge milestone for the 
ship, the fleet and the nation, as we work our way through 21st century 
naval aviation.”

Once the ammunition was on the flight deck, it was transported to the 
aircraft elevators and brought down to the hangar bay where it was 
lowered down to the magazines with the Advanced Weapons Elevators, 
and safely stored.

“They were fast, smooth and no major faults,” said Chief Warrant Officer 
2 Jeff Towry, the weapon’s engineer, speaking about the Advanced 
Weapons Elevators. “They performed outstandingly.”

On the second day, Medgar Evers pulled along the starboard side of Ford 
and shot messenger lines across the water from the hangar bay, receiving 
ammunition with the sliding padeye operated by Ford’s deck department, 
under the supervision of Lt. Cmdr. Deena Abt, the ship’s deck officer.

“Things were slow and smooth, and efficient,” said Abt. “This proves 
cohesiveness of our togetherness. There are a lot of moving parts in an 
operation like this. The team came together to do their part and succeeded 
very well. teamwork is key; and I believe we do that well aboard.”

While Medgar Evers was alongside Ford, HSC-9 continued vertical 
delivery of ammunition from flight deck to flight deck.

The third day continued with a flow of ammunition from the flight deck 
to the hangar bay and down to the magazines, all the while safety is the 
first priority.

“Everyone performed very well and kept the flow,” said Keaton. “The team 
was very flexible when striking down all the ordnance in an extremely 
safe manner. The safety observers did a great job and it was an overall 
team effort.”

This three-day evolution is the final underway objective before Ford’s 
overseas first deployment.

Military Sealift Command Pacific (MSCPAC) fleet replenishment oiler 
USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187) provided logistics services to the ships 
of the USS Makin Island amphibious readiness group (ARG) as they 
conducted routine, pre-deployment training operations in the Pacific  
Ocean area of operations.

Through a series of six replenishments-at-sea (RAS), Kaiser delivered 
nearly 700 thousand gallons of diesel ship fuel and over 74 thousand 
gallons of JP5 aviation fuel.

MSC’s ability to replenish ships at-sea, benefits the Navy, by providing 
all the items needed to sustain the ships at sea, and allows them to stay 
in the area of operation longer, and without the need to come into port 
for supplies.

In addition to providing logistics services to the Makin Island ARG, Kaiser 
also supported other Navy ships in the area.

An MH-60S Knighthawk, attached to the “Tridents” of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 9 lifts 
ammunition from Military Sealift Command’s dry cargo and ammunition ship USNS Medgar Evans (T-AKE 
13) to transport the ordinance to the first-in-class aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) during an 
ammunition onload. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Grant Gorzocoski)

An MH-60S Knighthawk, attached to the “Tridents” of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 9 lifts 
ammunition from Military Sealift Command’s dry cargo and ammunition ship USNS Medgar Evans (T-AKE 
13) to transport the ordinance to the first-in-class aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) during an 
ammunition onload. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Grant Gorzocoski)

Military Sealift Command’s fleet replenishment oiler USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187) underway in the 
Pacific Ocean. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Tom Tonthat)
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USNS Mercy Team Concludes Pacific Partnership 
in Solomon Islands
By Leslie Hull-Ryde, Military Sealift Command Far East Public Affairs

The Solomon Islands-Pacific Partnership 2022 team wrapped up two 
weeks of collaboration across several lines of effort during a closing 
ceremony aboard USNS Mercy (T-AH 19), Sept. 10. 
 
Now in its 17th year, Pacific Partnership is the largest annual 
multinational humanitarian assistance and disaster relief preparedness 
mission conducted in the Indo-Pacific. This year, the hospital ship USNS 
Mercy (T-AH 19) serves as the PP22 mission platform. 
 
While this year’s mission marked Mercy’s inaugural visit to Solomon 
Islands, Pacific Partnership 2022 returned to the Solomon Islands late 
August, continuing to build on a foundation established during the 
previous four PP missions here. 
 
“It was great to bring Pacific Partnership back to Solomon Islands and 
continue to deepen these friendships and partnerships we hold so dear,” 
said Capt. Hank Kim, Pacific Partnership 2022 mission commander. 
 
Pacific Partnership is a unifying mission that fosters enduring friendship 
and cooperation among many nations. This year’s mission in the Solomon 
Islands includes participants from the host nation, the United States, 
Japan and Australia. 
 

“This collaborative effort amongst our partners and hosts is what this 
mission was all about,” Kim said. “As we learn from each other and 
grow as professionals, we enhance our collective ability to respond to 
any disaster we may face. As the Pacific Partnership moto goes, ‘we are 
preparing in calm to respond in crisis’.” 
 
PP22 events were coordinated with the host nation and were planned 
based on the requirements and requests of the Solomon Islands. 
Engagements in Honiara and beyond included medical care and 
exchanges, engineering projects, discussions on humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief, and community outreach events, 
including band concerts and sporting events. 
 
During the mission stop, the PP22 team conducted more than 5,800 
medical engagements, including more than 4,500 dental procedures, 
distributing more than 1,000 eyeglasses, and performing more than 
50 surgeries; more than 80 consultations with local pet owners; a 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief workshop that included the 
Solomon Islands National Disaster Management Office and other first 
responders; 16 band concerts; and four engineering projects. In addition 
to events in Honiara and Guadalcanal Province, Pacific Partnership 
activities, to include medical knowledge exchanges, took place in Gizo 
and Malaita. 
 
In addition to Solomon Islands, this year’s Pacific Partnership mission 
included stops in Vietnam, Palau, the Philippines and engineering 
engagements in Fiji and Papua New Guinea.   

U.S. Navy Sailors parade the U.S. and Solomon Islands colors during the Pacific Partnership 2022 
Solomon Islands opening ceremony at Unity Square. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication 
Specialist 2nd Class Drace Wilson)

Hospitalman Rejoice Tapon (right) and Lt. Maciej Wartak care for a local patient at National Referral 
Hospital during Pacific Partnership 2022. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class 
Jacob Woitzel)

USNS William McLean and USS Roosevelt support exercise 
Joint Warrior 22-2
From U.S. Naval Forces Europe and Africa Public Affairs
U.S. Naval Forces Europe (NAVEUR) ships joined NATO allies for exercise 
Joint Warrior 22-2, Oct. 1.

Under the command and control of Commander, Task Force (CTF) 65, 
NAVEUR ships the destroyer USS Roosevelt (DDG 80) and  dry cargo 
ammunition ship USNS William McLean (T-AKE 12) joined allies in the 
two-week long multilateral training exercise.

“Our ability to integrate with NATO allies not only improves our collective 
readiness and lethality as a force, but is a constant and visible reminder 
of the Alliance’s solidarity and cohesion,” said CAPT Ed Sundberg, 
Commodore, CTF 65. “Joint Warrior tests participating units with 
simulated relevant and realistic training scenarios aimed at enhancing 
shared capabilities in a multi-threat environment.”

Led by the U.K. Royal Navy, exercise Joint Warrior 22-2 is a biannual, 
multilateral, multi-warfare exercise that incorporates surface, subsurface, 
airborne, and land scenarios to provide joint training in a multi-threat 
environment for NATO units. Participating nations included Denmark, 
France, Germany, Italy, NATO, Norway, Poland, the U.K., and the U.S.
During the exercise, task groups rehearsed transition of authority to 
Naval Striking and Support Forces NATO (STRIKFORNATO) to enhance 
interoperability with NATO command structures. The exercise also 
involved Standing NATO Maritime Group One (SNMG1) and Standing 
NATO Mine Countermeasures Group One (SNMCMG1), two of four 
of NATO’s Standing Forces and Response Force that contribute to the 
Alliance’s collective defense on a permanent basis.

The robust security relationship between the U.S. and U.K., with 
combined exercises, bilateral exchanges, shared investments, and 
combined planning make both forces stronger and ready for future 
security challenges.

The NATO alliance is vital to European security and also to U.S. national 
interests. NATO allies and partners take every opportunity to train 
together to refine tactics, techniques, and procedures to increase our 
interoperability.

For over 80 years, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-U.S. Naval Forces Africa 
(NAVEUR-NAVAF) has forged strategic relationships with allies and 
partners, leveraging a foundation of shared values to preserve security 
and stability.

Headquartered in Naples, Italy, NAVEUR-NAVAF operates U.S. naval 
forces in the U.S. European Command (USEUCOM) and U.S. Africa 
Command (USAFRICOM) areas of responsibility. U.S. Sixth Fleet is 
permanently assigned to NAVEUR-NAVAF, and employs maritime forces 
through the full spectrum of joint and naval operations.

The Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Roosevelt (DDG 80) prepares to conduct 
replenishment-at-sea with dry cargo ship USNS William McLean (T-AKE 12). (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Danielle Baker)
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NAVSUP, FDRMC and partners expand maintenance provider 
base in Africa
From U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa Public Affairs
Lewis B. Puller-class expeditionary sea base USS Hershel “Woody” 
Williams (ESB 4) and Forward Deployed Regional Maintenance Center 
(FDRMC) ship repair experts hosted a ship check event attended by 
commercial maintenance providers during a recent port visit to Walvis 
Bay, Namibia, Sept. 5.

Ship checks provide opportunities to meet regional maintenance providers 
in person and allow representatives to visit the ship ahead of potentially 
bidding on a maintenance contract. During the first-ever ship check for 
Hershel “Woody” Williams in Namibia, FDRMC representatives led the 
attendees around the vessel to identify areas and equipment in need of 
maintenance ahead of an upcoming voyage repair availability.

Following the ship check event, Naval Supply Systems Command 
Fleet Logistics Center Sigonella contracting officers and FDRMC ship 
repair experts and Military Sealift Command hosted a virtual industry 
engagement. This event educated maintenance provider representatives 
about the U.S. Government contract solicitation process, contracting 
regulations and how to submit competitive solicitations to the government 
to perform any of the ship’s needed maintenance.

“The U.S. Navy cannot operate effectively and execute its mission overseas 
without the labor and expertise of commercial ship repair vendors,” said 
Capt. Paul Haslam, NAVSUP FLCSI chief of contracts. “Ship checks and 
virtual industry engagement events like those we conducted aboard 
HWW serve to strengthen relations with key partners like Namibia and, in 
general, help pave the way for future maintenance and logistics capability 
overseas. These events also broaden mutual understanding and improve 
cooperation between NAVSUP and our mission partners.”

Having the maintenance provider tour the ship at the same time as 
the ship check exposed them to needed work aboard Hershel “Woody” 
Williams. Similarly, during the virtual industry engagement, they had 
the opportunity to learn about the U.S. Government contract solicitation 
process, contracting regulations and how to submit competitive 
solicitations to the government to perform any of the ship’s needed 
maintenance.

“Building relationships with regional maintenance providers is critical 
to ensure U.S. Navy ships receive quality and on-time maintenance 
during future availabilities,” said Marie Hahn, NAVSUP FLCSI Ship 
Repair Division director. “We haven’t done work in Namibia yet; so it 
was expected that commercial vendors in attendance benefited from the 
virtual industry engagement.”

Hershel “Woody” Williams is the first U.S. Navy vessel to be assigned to 
the U.S. Africa Command area of responsibility whose presence is 

to promote maritime security through a persistent presence in African 
waters in close cooperation with African partners.

As one of the U.S. Navy’s expeditionary sea bases, Hershel “Woody” Williams 
provides critical access infrastructure that facilitates the deployment of 
forces and supplies to support a multitude of missions ranging from 
humanitarian and medical relief to joint anti-piracy operations.

The U.S. and Namibia share a rich bilateral security relationship that 
dates back to Namibian Independence. Together, the two countries work 
to ensure security, safety, and freedom of navigation in the Atlantic. Both 
the U.S. and Namibia recognize that the future security of these waters 
is critical for Africa’s prosperity and continued access to global markets.

MSC operates approximately 130 civilian-crewed ships that replenish 
U.S. Navy ships, conduct specialized missions, strategically preposition 
combat cargo at sea around the world, and move military cargo and 
supplies used by deployed U.S. forces and coalition partners.

FDRMC provides emergent, intermediate and depot-level maintenance 
and modernization for transient and Forward Deployed Naval Forces in 
U.S. Fifth and Sixth Fleets through fleet technical assistance, voyage 
repair, contract management oversight, assessments, and diving and 
salvage.

The Lewis B. Puller-class expeditionary sea base USS Hershel “Woody” Williams (ESB 4) in port after 
arriving in Namibia. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Dylan Murakami) 

Navy Demonstrates VLS Reload in San Diego Harbor
From Commander, U.S. 3rd Fleet Public Affairs

Military Sealift Command contracted offshore support vessel MV Ocean Valor maneuvers alongside 
guided-missile destroyer USS Spruance (DDG 111) to conduct a VLS reload proof-of-concept evolution in 
San Diego, Oct. 5. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Taylor Crenshaw)

The U.S. Navy demonstrated re-arming the vertical launch system aboard 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyer USS Spruance (DDG 111) at Naval Air 
Station North Island and in the San Diego Harbor from Oct. 4 – 7.

This was the first time the Navy has tested the VLS reloading capability at 
sea using an offshore support vessel, and did so from the Military Sealift 
Command contracted MV Ocean Valor.

The demonstration was conducted to provide proof of concept that an 
offshore support vessel can reload the weapons system pier-side and 
while the ship is at sea, with a goal of expanding the capability of VLS 
reloading in expeditionary environments.

The launch system re-load has been tested previously, in 2016 and 2019, 
using other Military Sealift Command platforms.

Spruance, named for Adm. Raymond A. Spruance, who commanded U.S. 
forces at the Battle of Midway, is homeported in San Diego. The ship 

Sailors aboard the guided-missile destroyer USS Spruance (DDG 111) guide training ordnance into the 
ship’s forward vertical launch system (VLS) cells during a proof-of-concept evolution in San Diego, Oct. 
4. MV Ocean Valor conducted its first at-sea vertical launch system reload with Spruance, demonstrating 
the ability of the U.S. Navy to re-arm surface vessels who employ VLS. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 3rd Class Taylor Crenshaw)

returned to the Naval Base San Diego in August following a seven-month 
deployment with Carrier Strike Group 3 to the U.S. 3rd and 7th Fleets. 
Spruance was also one of 38 ships from 26 partner nations who took part 
in Exercise Rim of the Pacific 2022 in the Hawaiian Islands Operating 
Area from June to August.

Built in 2002, MV Ocean Valor is an MSC-contracted vessel that supports 
logistics experimentation for fuel, stores, passengers and ordnance 
delivery.

The demonstration did not include live ordnance and there was no danger 
posed to the residents of San Diego, the harbor or sea life.

An integral part of U.S. Pacific Fleet, U.S. 3rd Fleet leads naval forces in 
the Indo-Pacific and provides the realistic, relevant training necessary 
to flawlessly execute our Navy’s role across the full spectrum of military 
operations—from combat operations to humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief. U.S. 3rd Fleet works together with our allies and partners 
to advance freedom of navigation, the rule of law, and other principles 
that underpin security for the Indo-Pacific region.
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We Are MSC: Hard Work, Mentorship Drives USNS Newport 
Junior Supply Officer’s Success
By Hendrick Dickson, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs
Each of the more than 7,000 civil service mariners at Military Sealift 
Command (MSC) has a story about their experience. If you heard all of 
these stories they almost certainly would vary, but for many, there would 
be familiar overtones of hard work, mentorship and commitment. Those 
would be the stories of the men and women who at some point decided 
they were going to make the most of their MSC career.

This is the story of Derrick Valentine who after a few starts and stops, 
committed to taking advantage of every opportunity MSC had to offer and 
advanced from entry-level Steward Utility (SU) to Junior Supply Officer 
(JSO) aboard the Expeditionary Fast Transport vessel USNS Newport 
(T-EPF 12).

The Virginia Beach native says after high school he moved through several 
jobs. But the path to MSC began when opportunity walked through the 
door of a popular convenient store chain where he worked in 2004.

“I worked everywhere,” he said. “I was manager at a Krispy Kreme Donut, I 
worked at a production facility and a 7-11. I was working at the 7-11 when 
a Supply Officer named Tyrone Trottman walked in one day. He knew me 
because I went to school with his sons and we played sports together. 
When he saw me, he pulled me aside and started telling me about MSC. 
He said ‘I tell people all the time what to do, what steps to take, but most 
of the times I never see them again.’ That wasn’t me. As soon as I finished 
doing everything he told me to do, I was at his front door.”

That chance meeting resulted in Valentine taking his first assignment 
as an Steward Utility (SU) aboard the combat stores ship USNS Concord 
(T-AFS 5). He began taking classes and trying to learn everything he could 
about the job. But after about four years he made a tough decision that 
would put his fledging mariner career on hold.

“I began taking classes for storekeeper. I finished all of my classes, as a 
matter of fact, between 2007 and 2008. I sailed temp (temporary) on a 
couple of ships. But I decided to resign. I had a teenage son and I wanted 
to help raise him. I wanted to be there for my family.”

After spending a few years with his family. Valentine decided it was time 
to get back out to sea. But having prior experience allowed him to rejoin 
with more incentives in his favor.

“When I left, I was an SU. When I came back in 2012, they were hiring 
ASKs (assistant storekeeper) and YNSKs (yeoman storekeeper). I had 
taken all those classes before I resigned so when I reapplied, I reapplied 
for both. They called me and said they would hire me for either and asked 
which one I wanted to be. It was a no-brainer for me to choose YNSK.”

Valentine’s career path was becoming a bit clearer. However, it required a 
little nudging from a few veteran Supply Officers to get him going.

“When I got the position, I knew the book part of it. Now I had to put in 
the hands-on work. Two people who helped me the most were Theresa 
DuBois and Eric Crisp. They were both great mentors. Eric was very 
meticulous. I would bring him an 1149 (requisition form), and he would 

pull out his red pen and tear it up. I would be so mad. But I learned a lot, 
and after a while he didn’t need that red pen anymore,” he said smiling.

Other leaders in the Supply community began noticing Valentine’s work 
and commitment. One Supply Officer in particularly made him an offer 
he literally couldn’t refuse.

“I was starting a tour the dry cargo ammunition ship USNS Wally Schirra 
as the Supply Officer, Rosalyn Pridgeon, came to me my second day 
aboard and said ‘you’re going to be my JSO’,” he said. “She named me 
cargo JSO for about six weeks. When the announcement for JSO was 
coming up, she told me to write my package and she was going to review 
it. At the time, I wasn’t trying to be a JSO, honestly. I was comfortable 
where I was. So I didn’t do it. About three days before closing she asked 
for my package and I didn’t have anything. She closed the door and 
snapped on me!”

“She told me I was wasting my time and that I was supposed to be moving 
up. After that talk, I wrote my package in two days. I didn’t get best 
qualified that time but I got qualified. Her lighting that fire made me keep 
pushing until I got best qualified.”

Valentine says being JSO aboard Newport has been one of the many 
highlights of his career. He makes sure the 26-member crew has 
everything they need to accomplish their mission. From repair parts and 
supplies to consumables that make the comfort of living aboard better. 
He is a catalyst for keeping Newport going.

“Derrick encapsulates everything amazing about this organization,” said 
Newport Master, Capt. Victor Martino. “Demonstrating hard work and 
dedication can and will take you anywhere. He has been in the MSC for 
a number of years and is one of the hardest working individuals I know.”

Valentine credits his family for helping him through his career. From the 
matriarch of the family, his grandmother, to his kids and former wife. 
They have all inspired him through his journey. Not to mention the long 
tradition of working around ships in his family.

“My whole family are longshoremen. My grandfather for 50-something 
years, my uncles – the whole family. I’m the oddball who joined MSC,” 
he laughed. “Now my son has his passport and TWIC card, but he also 
wants to be a longshoreman. I’m going to help him either way.”

Valentine’s own journey isn’t complete just yet. There is still one more 
rung up the promotion ladder he has yet to be climb.

“I’ve got one more step to go. I want to make Supply Officer,” he said. 
“Eventually, I’ll have to leave this platform and go back over to the big 
boys and make it. That is my ultimate goal.”

If hard work and dedication is the indicator, it will be only a matter of 
time before he reaches that goal. But as for now, he’ll continuing writing 
his MSC story. To Be Continued…

Military Sealift Command Civil Service Mariner, and Virginia Beach native, Derrick Valentine talks about 
how hard work and great mentors inspired him as he advanced from entry-level Steward Utility to 
becoming Junior Supply Officer aboard the expeditionary fast transport USNS Newport (T-EPF 12). (U.S. 
Navy photo by Hendrick Dickson)

Military Sealift Command Civil Service Mariner, and Virginia Beach native, Derrick Valentine talks about 
how hard work and great mentors inspired him as he advanced from entry-level Steward Utility to 
becoming Junior Supply Officer aboard the expeditionary fast transport USNS Newport (T-EPF 12). (U.S. 
Navy photo by Hendrick Dickson)

For More Information About Careers Sailing with
Military Sealift Command

www.sealiftcommand.com
Call: 1-877-JOBS MSC (562-7672), 1-757-341-4611

e-mail: civmar@sealiftcommand.com
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Raul “Danny” Vargas speaks to a group of Military Sealift Command members during a Hispanic Heritage 
Month celebration at Naval Station Norfolk’s Vista Point, Sept. 28. (U.S. Navy photo by Jennifer Hunt)

MSC Hosts National Hispanic Heritage Month
By Jennifer Hunt, Military Sealift Command Public Affairs

November is American Diabetes Month
From Military Sealift Command Health Promotion Program
Every November, organizations around the nation gather to raise awareness of diabetes to help those who suffer from it and their caregivers. 

Here is what you need to know: 

 •   More than 37 million people in the United States have diabetes, and 1 in 5 of them don’t know they have it. 
 •   96 million adults in the U.S. have pre-diabetes, and more than 8 in 10 of them don’t know they have it. 
 •   Diabetes is the 7th leading cause of death in the United States. 
 •   Medical costs for people with diabetes are about twice as high as for people who do not have diabetes.  

Knowing your numbers matters! Your risk factors, being overweight or being diagnosed with high blood sugar or pre-diabetes, determine whether 
you should get your blood sugar checked annually or every three years. This is a conversation to have with your health care provider. Consistently 
testing your blood sugar also helps you see firsthand how diet, exercise, and even illness or stress affect your blood sugar levels.  
Take your health into your own hands by increasing your own awareness, detection knowledge, management, and learning to thrive despite diabetes. 
Check out https://diabetes.org for more information. 

MSC has resources available for you. The MSC Health Promotion Program (HPP) offers the following free services to its civilian mariners: 
 •   InBody Screenings (measures percentage of body fat, muscle mass, basal metabolic rate, or how many calories you burn at rest in a   
                day, and more) 
 •   Individualized Health Coaching 
 •   Online health education and exercise classes 
 •   Subscription to Weekly Wellness newsletters, covering a variety of health and wellness topics and SHIP FIT, a quarterly    
     newsletter that provides beginner, intermediate, and advanced level workouts that can be done while underway or at home  
     as they do not require any exercise equipment. 
 •   Your own free wellness portal account, found at www.mhfwellnessportal.com  
 
If you or someone you know may benefit from any of the above listed services, or for more information on the MSC Health Promotion Program (HPP), 
contact your Health Promotion Coordinator at Leighanne.gerstbrein.ctr@us.navy.mil OR MSC_HPP@us.navy.mil

For More Information About
Military Sealift Command

Visit us at www.msc.usff.navy.mil

Military Sealift Command hosted a special observance in honor of 
Hispanic Heritage Month at Naval Station Norfolk’s Vista Point, Sept. 28.

The command invited Raul “Danny” Vargas as this year’s keynote 
speaker for the event. Vargas, a noted business and community leader, 
was named as one of the ‘101 Most Influential Latinos’ in both 2020 and 
2021 by Latino Leaders Magazine. This year, he was also been named as 
one of the ‘Most Influential People in D.C.’ by Washingtonian Magazine. 

“We’re told in elementary school that the American story begins in 1607, 
when the British arrived in Jamestown, Virginia,” said Vargas. “As far as 
I’m concerned that’s historically inaccurate. The American story begins 
years before Columbus’ second voyage to the new world, when he arrived 
on the shores of what is now the U.S. territory of Puerto Rico.”

“Our community has been contributing mightily to this country for 
so long,” said Vargas regarding the long stretch of often forgotten 
contributions made by Hispanics through American History. 

Vargas’ provided examples including historical figures such as:  Bernardo 
Bernardo de Gálvez and the Spanish troops from Central America who 
helped George Washington during revolutionary War, David Faragut, the 
first full admiral in United States, Latino troops fighting during WWII, 
the U.S. Army’s 65th infantry regiment “The Borinqueneers,” and 61 
Hispanic Medal of Honor recipients.

“Latino’s take a backseat to no one in the defense of liberty,” Vargas said.

In 2004, Vargas and a coalition of citizens began championing a campaign 
to create a Smithsonian American Latino Museum at the National Mall. 
Their efforts were became legislation, and Congress created a 23-member 
commission towards the museum’s creation in 2008.

“Contrary to what someone may tell you, that Latinos are a recent past 
being sewn onto the tapestry of America,” said Vargas. “The fact is we 
are essential foundational thread sewn into the very fabric of America. 
It’s for these reasons that we need an American Latino Museum on the 
National Mall to celebrate and commemorate those stories.”

“We’re not a race, we’re a culture,” Vargas added “We’re a culture made of 
foundational shared values around family, faith, freedom, opportunity, 
optimism, passion, and pride. Those are the qualities most in need of 
our country today.”

Hispanic Heritage Month began as Hispanic Heritage Week under 
President Lyndon Johnson and was later expanded to cover a 30-day 
period under President Ronald Regan. Hispanic Heritage Month takes 
place in September to honor the anniversary of independence for several 
Latin American countries such as Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Nicaragua. Mexico and Chile also celebrate independence 
days in September.
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USS Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams (ESB 4) arrives in Pointe Noire, 
Republic of the Congo 
From U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa Public Affairs
The Lewis B. Puller-class expeditionary sea base USS Hershel ‘Woody’ 
Williams (ESB 4) arrived in Pointe Noire, Republic of the Congo for a 
scheduled port visit, Sept. 12. 
 
The port visit marks the first U.S. ship visit to the Republic of the Congo 
in more than a decade and demonstrates the strengthening security 
relationship between the two countries. While in Pointe Noire, Hershel 
‘Woody’ Williams will host ship tours and a reception for government, 
military and community leaders as well as participate in a soccer game 
with local community youth. 
 
“We are grateful to the Republic of Congo for allowing us this port visit – 
it’s a great honor to be the first U.S. ship to visit after such a hiatus,” said 
Capt. Chad Graham, commanding officer of Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams. “I 
look forward to strengthening the already great relations we have between 
the U.S. and Congo, and that we continue to support one another as we 
pursue safety and security in the region.” 
 
The Republic of Congo is an important partner of the United States in 
promoting peace and security in Africa. Additionally, the Republic of 
Congo participated in exercise Obangame Express 2022, the largest 
annual maritime security exercise in Western Africa. These types of 
exercises strengthen our partnerships and allow our countries to work 
closely on shared transnational maritime goals. 
 
“Given the Republic of Congo’s location and its important role in maritime 
security in the Gulf of Guinea, the security partnership between the 
United States and the Republic of Congo continues to grow and holds 
many opportunities and possibilities to advance our shared interests 
in the region,” said Eugene Young, U.S. Ambassador to Republic of the 
Congo. “The visit of USS Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams demonstrates our 
commitment to further strengthen that partnership.”    
 
U.S. Naval Forces Africa’s (NAVAF’s) ongoing maritime security cooperation 
with African partners focuses on maritime safety and security through 
increased maritime awareness, response capabilities, and infrastructure. 
It also includes various exercises and operations conducted by U.S., 
European, and African partners and allies throughout the U.S. Africa 
Command (AFRICOM) area of responsibility. 
 
“We are delighted and honored by the government of the Republic of Congo 
and the Congolese Armed Forces’ willingness to host such an important ship 
visit in the region, and we hope to continue similar official visits in the future,” 
said Lt. Col. Joshua Thyer, defense official at U.S. Embassy Brazzaville. 
 
The U.S. shares a common interest with African partner nations in 
ensuring security, safety, and freedom of navigation on the waters 
surrounding the continent, because these waters are critical for Africa’s 
prosperity and access to global markets. 
 
Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams is the first warship permanently assigned to the 
AFRICOM area of responsibility and is forward-deployed to the NAVAF 
area of operations, while employed by U.S. 6th Fleet. 

 

The ship is an expeditionary sea base, which is capable of conducting 
counter-piracy, maritime security, and humanitarian and disaster relief 
operations, as well as supporting a variety of rotary wing aircraft. Acting 
as a mobile sea base, Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams is a part of the critical 
access infrastructure that supports the deployment of forces and supplies 
to support global missions. 
 
For over 80 years, U.S. Naval Forces Europe-U.S. Naval Forces Africa 
(NAVEUR-NAVAF) has forged strategic relationships with allies and 
partners, leveraging a foundation of shared values to preserve security 
and stability.  
 
Headquartered in Naples, Italy, NAVEUR-NAVAF operates U.S. naval 
forces in the U.S. European Command (USEUCOM) and U.S. Africa 
Command (USAFRICOM) areas of responsibility. U.S. Sixth Fleet is 
permanently assigned to NAVEUR-NAVAF, and employs maritime forces 
through the full spectrum of joint and naval operations.

Armed Forces of the Republic of Congo Gen. Jean Olessongo Ondaye, military and defense zone 
commander, salutes as he is welcomed aboard the Lewis B. Puller-class expeditionary sea base USS 
Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams (ESB 4), Sept. 12. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Dylan Murakami)

Joseph Dark (right), USS Hershel ‘Woody’ William’s Master, briefs Republic of Congo senior military 
leaders, embassy staff and dignitaries during a tour aboard the Lewis B. Puller-class expeditionary sea 
base USS Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams (ESB 4), Sept. 12. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Dylan Murakami)

The Lord is my Pilot; 
I shall not drift. 

He leadeth me across the dark waters 
and steereth me in the deep channels.

He keepeth my Log
and guideth me by the star of holiness 

for His Name’s sake.
Yea, though I sail amid 

the thunders and tempests of life,
I shall dread no danger, 
For Thou art with me;

Thy love and Thy care, they shelter me. 
Thou preparest a harbor before me 

in the homeland of eternity;
Thou anointest the waves with oil, 

and my ship rideth calmly,
Surely sunlight and starlight 

shall favor me all the days of my voyaging, 
and I will rest in the port of my Lord forever.

Fallen MSC Teammates

Wiper Kenneth Stillwell
MSC Service:

2022

MSO Louis ‘Wayne’ Parsons
MSC Service:
2009-2022


